Week of December 12, 2010

SUNDAY
Reading 1
Is 35:1-64, 10

The desert and the parched land will exult; the
steppe will rejoice and bloom. They will bloom with
abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, the
splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the
glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the
knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are
frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God,
he comes with vindication; with divine recompense
he comes to save you.

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears
of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a
stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing. Those
whom the LORD has ransomed will return and
enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy;
they will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and
mourning will flee.

Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10.

Responsorial Psalm

R. (cf. Is 35:4) Lord, come and save us.
or:

R. Alleluia.

The LORD God keeps faith forever,
secures justice for the oppressed,

gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets captives free.

R. Lord, come and save us.

or:

R. Alleluia.

The LORD gives sight to the blind;

the LORD raises up those who were bowed down.
The LORD loves the just;

the LORD protects strangers.

R. Lord, come and save us.

or:

R. Alleluia.

The fatherless and the widow he sustains,
but the way of the wicked he thwarts.

The LORD shall reign forever;

your God, O Zion, through all generations.
R. Lord, come and save us.

or:

R. Alleluia.

Jas 5:7-10
Reading 2

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. You too must
be patient.

Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the
Lord is at hand. Do not complain, brothers and
sisters, about one another, that you may not be
judged. Behold, the Judge is standing before the
gates. Take as an example of hardship and patience,
brothers and sisters, the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

Mt 11:2-11
Gospel

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works
of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this
guestion, “Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another?”

Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what
you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one who
takes no offense at me.”

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John, “What did you go out to the
desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then
what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
fine clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in
royal palaces. Then why did you go out? To see a
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.

This is the one about whom it is written:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.

Amen, | say to you, among those born of women
there has been none greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”
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MONDAY
Reading 1
Nm 24:2-7,15-17a

When Balaam raised his eyes and saw Israel
encamped, tribe by tribe, the spirit of God came
upon him, and he gave voice to his oracle: The
utterance of Balaam, son of Beor, the utterance of a
man whose eye is true, The utterance of one who
hears what God says, and knows what the Most
High knows, Of one who sees what the Almighty
sees, enraptured, and with eyes unveiled: How
goodly are your tents, O Jacob; your encampments,
O Israel! They are like gardens beside a stream,

like the cedars planted by the LORD.

His wells shall yield free-flowing waters, he shall
have the sea within reach; His king shall rise
higher, and his royalty shall be exalted.

Then Balaam gave voice to his oracle: The utterance
of Balaam, son of Beor, the utterance of the man
whose eye is true, The utterance of one who hears
what God says, and knows what the Most High
knows, Of one who sees what the Almighty sees,
enraptured, and with eyes unveiled. | see him,
though not now; I behold him, though not near:

A star shall advance from Jacob, and a staff shall
rise from Israel.

Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9

Responsorial Psalm

R. (4) Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,

Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Remember that your compassion, O LORD,
and your kindness are from of old.

In your kindness remember me,

because of your goodness, O LORD.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Good and upright is the LORD;

thus he shows sinners the way.

He guides the humble to justice,

he teaches the humble his way.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Mt 21:23-27
Gospel

When Jesus had come into the temple area,
the chief priests and the elders of the people
approached him as he was teaching and said,
“By what authority are you doing these things?
And who gave you this authority?”

Jesus said to them in reply, “I shall ask you one
guestion, and if you answer it for me, then 1 shall
tell you by what authority I do these things. Where
was John'’s baptism from? Was it of heavenly or of
human origin?” They discussed this among
themselves and said, “If we say ‘Of heavenly origin,’
he will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we fear the
crowd, for they all regard John as a prophet.”

So they said to Jesus in reply, “We do not know.”

He himself said to them, “Neither shall I tell you by
what authority | do these things.”

TUESDAY
Reading 1
Zep 3:1-2,9-13

Thus says the LORD: Woe to the city, rebellious
and polluted, to the tyrannical city! She hears no
voice, accepts no correction; In the LORD she has
not trusted, to her God she has not drawn near.

For then I will change and purify the lips of the
peoples, That they all may call upon the name of the
LORD, to serve him with one accord; From beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia and as far as the recesses of
the North, they shall bring me offerings.

On that day You need not be ashamed of all your
deeds, your rebellious actions against me; For then
will I remove from your midst the proud braggarts,
And you shall no longer exalt yourself on my holy
mountain. But | will leave as a remnant in your
midst a people humble and lowly, Who shall take
refuge in the name of the LORD: the remnant of
Israel. They shall do no wrong and speak no lies;
Nor shall there be found in their mouths a deceitful
tongue; They shall pasture and couch their flocks
with none to disturb them.
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Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,17-18, 19 and 23

Responsorial Psalm

R. (7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
I will bless the LORD at all times;

his praise shall be ever in my mouth.

Let my soul glory in the LORD,;

the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
and your faces may not blush with shame.
When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD confronts the evildoers,

to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;

and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;

no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Mt 21:28-32
Gospel

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the
people: “What is your opinion? A man had two
sons. He came to the first and said, ‘Son, go out
and work in the vineyard today.” The son said in
reply, ‘1 will not,” but afterwards he changed his
mind and went. The man came to the other son
and gave the same order. He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’
but did not go. Which of the two did his father’s
will?”

They answered, “The first.”

Jesus said to them, “Amen, | say to you, tax
collectors and prostitutes are entering the Kingdom
of God before you. When John came to you in the
way of righteousness, you did not believe him;

but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even
when you saw that, you did not later change your
minds and believe him.”

WEDNESDAY
Reading 1
Is 45:6¢-8, 18, 21c-25

I am the LORD, there is no other; | form the light,
and create the darkness, | make well-being and
create woe; I, the LORD, do all these things. Let
justice descend, O heavens, like dew from above,
like gentle rain let the skies drop it down. Let the
earth open and salvation bud forth; let justice also
spring up! I, the LORD, have created this.

For thus says the LORD, The creator of the
heavens, who is God, The designer and maker of
the earth who established it, Not creating it to be a
waste, but designing it be lived in: | am the LORD,
and there is no other. Who announced this from the
beginning and foretold it from of old? Was it not I,
the LORD, besides whom there is no other God?

There is no just and saving God but me. Turn to me
and be safe, all you ends of the earth, for | am God;
there is no other! By myself | swear, uttering my
just decree and my unalterable word: To me every
knee shall bend; by me every tongue shall swear,
Saying, “Only in the LORD are just deeds and
power. Before him in shame shall come all who vent
their anger against him. In the LORD shall be the
vindication and the glory of all the descendants of
Israel.”

Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14

Responsorial Psalm

R. (Isaiah 45:8) Let the clouds rain down the
Just One, and the earth bring forth a Savior.
I will hear what God proclaims;

the LORD —for he proclaims peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Savior.
Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Savior.

The LORD himself will give his benefits;

our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and salvation, along the way of his steps.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Savior.
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Lk 7:18b-23
Gospel

At that time, John summoned two of his disciples
and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one
who is to come, or should we look for another?”
When the men came to the Lord, they said, “John
the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or should we look for
another?”

At that time Jesus cured many of their diseases,
sufferings, and evil spirits; he also granted sight to
many who were blind. And Jesus said to them in
reply, “Go and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed,the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, the poor have the good news proclaimed to
them. And blessed is the one who takes no offense
atme.”

THURSDAY
Reading 1
Is 54:1-10

Raise a glad cry, you barren one who did not bear,
Break forth in jubilant song, you who were not in
labor, For more numerous are the children of the
deserted wife than the children of her who has a
husband, says the LORD. Enlarge the space for
your tent, spread out your tent cloths unsparingly;
lengthen your ropes and make firm your stakes.
For you shall spread abroad to the right and to the
left; your descendants shall dispossess the nations
and shall people the desolate cities. Fear not, you
shall not be put to shame; you need not blush, for
you shall not be disgraced. The shame of your youth
you shall forget, the reproach of your widowhood
no longer remember. For he who has become your
husband is your Maker; his name is the LORD of
hosts; Your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel,
called God of all the earth.

The LORD calls you back, like a wife forsaken and
grieved in spirit, A wife married in youth and then
cast off, says your God. For a brief moment |
abandoned you, but with great tenderness I will
take you back. In an outburst of wrath, for a
moment | hid my face from you; But with enduring

love | take pity on you, says the LORD, your
redeemer. This is for me like the days of Noah,
when | swore that the waters of Noah should never
again deluge the earth; So | have sworn not to be
angry with you, or to rebuke you. Though the
mountains leave their place and the hills be shaken,
My love shall never leave you nor my covenant of
peace be shaken, says the LORD, who has mercy on
you.

Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b

Responsorial Psalm

R. (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have
rescued me.

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear
and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.

O LORD, you brought me up from the nether
world;

you preserved me from among those going down
into the pit.

R. 1 will praise you, Lord, for you have
rescued me.

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name.

For his anger lasts but a moment;

a lifetime, his good will.

At nightfall, weeping enters in,

but with the dawn, rejoicing.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have
rescued me.

“Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me;

O LORD, be my helper.”

You changed my mourning into dancing;

O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.
R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have
rescued me.

Lk 7:24-30
Gospel

When the messengers of John the Baptist had left,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John.
“What did you go out to the desert to see B a reed
swayed by the wind? Then what did you go out to
see? Someone dressed in fine garments?

Those who dress luxuriously and live sumptuously
are found in royal palaces. Then what did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet.

This is the one about whom Scripture says:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
he will prepare your way before you.
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I tell you, among those born of women, no one is
greater than John; yet the least in the Kingdom of
God is greater than he.” (All the people who
listened, including the tax collectors, who were
baptized with the baptism of John, acknowledged
the righteousness of God; but the Pharisees and
scholars of the law, who were not baptized by him,
rejected the plan of God for themselves.)

FRIDAY
Reading 1
Gn 49:2, 8-10

Jacob called his sons and said to them: “Assemble
and listen, sons of Jacob, listen to Israel, your
father. “You, Judah, shall your brothers praise
—your hand on the neck of your enemies; the sons
of your father shall bow down to you. Judah, like a
lion’s whelp, you have grown up on prey, my son.
He crouches like a lion recumbent, the king of
beasts—who would dare rouse him?

The scepter shall never depart from Judah, or the
mace from between his legs, While tribute is
brought to him, and he receives the people’s
homage.”

Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17

Responsorial Psalm

R. (see 7) Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;

He shall govern your people with justice

and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

The mountains shall yield peace for the people,
and the hills justice.

He shall defend the afflicted among the people,
save the children of the poor.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

Justice shall flower in his days,

and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

May his name be blessed forever;

as long as the sun his name shall remain.

In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed;
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

Mt 1:1-17
Gospel

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,

the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham
became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of
Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.
Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah,

whose mother was Tamar. Perez became the father
of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the
father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the
father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was
Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed, whose
mother was Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse,
Jesse the father of David the king. David became
the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the
wife of Uriah. Solomon became the father of
Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah,

Abijah the father of Asaph. Asaph became the
father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah. Uzziah became
the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah became the
father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos,
Amos the father of Josiah. Josiah became the father
of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the
Babylonian exile. After the Babylonian exile,
Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel
the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok.
Zadok became the father of Achim, Achim the
father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar.

Eleazar became the father of Matthan, Matthan the
father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the
husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is
called the Christ. Thus the total number of
generations from Abraham to David is fourteen
generations; from David to the Babylonian exile,
fourteen generations; from the Babylonian exile to
the Christ, fourteen generations.

SATURDAY
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Reading 1
Jer 23:5-8

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,

when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David;

As king he shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do
what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah
shall be saved, Israel shall dwell in security. This is
the name they give him: “The LORD our justice.”
Therefore, the days will come, says the LORD,
when they shall no longer say, “As the LORD lives,
who brought the children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt”; but rather, "As the LORD lives, who
brought the descendants of the house of Israel

up from the land of the north”— and from all the
lands to which | banished them; they shall again
live on their own land.

Ps 72:1-2,12-13, 18-19

Responsorial Psalm

RR. (see 7) Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;

He shall govern your people with justice

and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
the lives of the poor he shall save.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,

who alone does wondrous deeds.

And blessed forever be his glorious name;
may the whole earth be filled with his glory.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

Mt 1:18-25
Gospel

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together, she was found with
child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband,
since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to
expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly.
Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
your wife into your home. For it is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in
her. She will bear a son and you are to name him
Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”

When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took his wife into his
home. He had no relations with her until she bore a
son, and he named him Jesus.




