Week of September 4, 2011

SUNDAY

READING 1 EZ 33:7-9

Thus says the LORD: You, son of man, | have appointed
watchman for the house of Israel; when you hear me say
anything, you shall warn them for me. If | tell the wicked, "O
wicked one, you shall surely die, " and you do not speak out
to dissuade the wicked from his way, the wicked shall die for
his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. But if

you warn the wicked, trying to turn him from his way, and he

refuses to turn from his way, he shall die for his guilt, but you

shall save yourself.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8)If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;

let us acclaim the rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come, let us bow down in worship;

let us kneel before the LORD who made us.

For he is our God,

and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Oh, that today you would hear his voice:

"Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the desert,

Where your fathers tempted me;

they tested me though they had seen my works."

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

READING 2 ROM 13:8-10

Brothers and sisters: Owe nothing to anyone, except to love
one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery;
you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet, "
and whatever other commandment there may be, are
summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your

neighbor as yourself." Love does no evil to the neighbor;

hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.

GOSPEL MT 18:15-20

Jesus said to his disciples: "If your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not
listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every
fact may be established on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.

If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as
you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, | say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again,
amen, | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to
them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of

them."

MONDAY

READING 1 COL 1:24:2:3

Brothers and sisters: | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh | am filling up what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ on behalf of his Body, which is the
Church, of which | am a minister in accordance with God's
stewardship given to me to bring to completion for you the
word of God, the mystery hidden from ages and from
generations past. But now it has been manifested to his holy
ones, to whom God chose to make known the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is Christ in you,
the hope for glory. It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we
may present everyone perfect in Christ. For this | labor and
struggle, in accord with the exercise of his power working

within me.

For | want you to know how great a struggle | am having for
you and for those in Laodicea and all who have not seen me

face to face, that their hearts may be encouraged as they are
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brought together in love, to have all the richness of assured
understanding, for the knowledge of the mystery of God,
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and

knowledge.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 62:6-7, 9

R. (8) In God is my safety and my glory.
Only in God be at rest, my soul,

for from him comes my hope.

He only is my rock and my salvation,

my stronghold; | shall not be disturbed.
R. In God is my safety and my glory.
Trust in him at all times, O my people!
Pour out your hearts before him;

God is our refuge!

R. In God is my safety and my glory.

GOSPEL LK 6:6-11

On a certain sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and
taught, and there was a man there whose right hand was
withered. The scribes and the Pharisees watched him closely
to see if he would cure on the sabbath so that they might
discover a reason to accuse him. But he realized their
intentions and said to the man with the withered hand,
"Come up and stand before us.” And he rose and stood there.
Then Jesus said to them, "l ask you, is it lawful to do good on
the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to
destroy it?" Looking around at them all, he then said to him,
"Stretch out your hand.” He did so and his hand was restored.
But they became enraged and discussed together what they

might do to Jesus.

TUESDAY

READING 1 COL 2:6-15

Brothers and sisters: As you received Christ Jesus the Lord,
walk in him, rooted in him and built upon him and established
in the faith as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
See to it that no one captivate you with an empty, seductive

philosophy according to the tradition of men, according to

the elemental powers of the world and not according to

Christ.

For in him dwells the whole fullness of the deity bodily,

and you share in this fullness in him, who is the head of every
principality and power. In him you were also circumcised
with a circumcision not administered by hand, by stripping off
the carnal body, with the circumcision of Christ. You were
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him
from the dead. And even when you were dead in
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he
brought you to life along with him, having forgiven us all our
transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, with its legal
claims, which was opposed to us, he also removed it from our
midst, nailing it to the cross; despoiling the principalities and
the powers, he made a public spectacle of them, leading

them away in triumph by it.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 145:1B-2, 8-9, 10-11

R. (9) The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
I will extol you, O my God and King,

and | will bless your name forever and ever.

Every day will | bless you,

and | will praise your name forever and ever.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and of great kindness.

The LORD is good to all

and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,

and let your faithful ones bless you.

Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom

and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

GOSPEL LK 6:12-19

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent the
night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his

disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve, whom
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he also named Apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and
his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon who was
called a Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas

Iscariot, who became a traitor.

And he came down with them and stood on a stretch of level
ground. A great crowd of his disciples and a large number of
the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal
region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear him and to be healed
of their diseases; and even those who were tormented by
unclean spirits were cured. Everyone in the crowd sought to
touch him because power came forth from him and healed

them all.

WEDNESDAY

READING 1 COL 3:1-11

Brothers and sisters: If you were raised with Christ, seek what
is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ

your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.

Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly:
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that
is idolatry. Because of these the wrath of God is coming upon
the disobedient. By these you too once conducted yourselves,
when you lived in that way. But now you must put them all
away: anger, fury, malice, slander, and obscene language out
of your mouths. Stop lying to one another, since you have
taken off the old self with its practices and have put on the
new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the
image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave,

free; but Christ is all and in all.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-
13AB

R. (9) The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Every day will | bless you,

and | will praise your name forever and ever.

Great is the LORD and highly to be praised;

his greatness is unsearchable.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,

and let your faithful ones bless you.

Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom

and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.
Making known to men your might

and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,

and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

GOSPEL LK 6:20-26

Raising his eyes toward his disciples Jesus said:

"Blessed are you who are poor, for the Kingdom of God is
yours. Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be
satisfied. Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will
laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they
exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil

on account of the Son of Man.

Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will
be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets

in the same way.

But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your
consolation. But woe to you who are filled now, for you will
be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and
weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their

ancestors treated the false prophets in this way."

THURSDAY

READING 1 MI 5:1-4A

The LORD says: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be

among the clans of Judah, From you shall come forth for me
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one who is to be ruler in Israel; Whose origin is from of old,
from ancient times. (Therefore the Lord will give them up,
until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, And
the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel.)
He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of
the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; And
they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the

ends of the earth; he shall be peace.

OR ROM 8:28-30

Brothers and sisters:We know that all things work for good for
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. And those he predestined he also
called; and those he called he also justified; and those he

justified he also glorified.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM IS 13:6AB, 6C

R. (Isaiah 61:10) With delight | rejoice in the Lord.
Though | trusted in your mercy,

let my heart rejoice in your salvation.

R. With delight | rejoice in the Lord.

Let me sing of the LORD, "He has been good to me."
R. With delight | rejoice in the Lord.

GOSPEL MT 1:1-16, 18-23

The Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,

the son of Abraham.

Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of
Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah
became the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was
Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron, Hezron the
father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab. Amminadab
became the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz
became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed
became the father of Jesse, Jesse the father of David the
king. David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had

been the wife of Uriah. Solomon became the father of

Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father
of Asaph. Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah.
Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of
Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah became the
father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, Amos the
father of Josiah. Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and

his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile.

After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of
Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the
father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim
the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok. Zadok became
the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud the
father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the
husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the

Christ.

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

but before they lived together, she was found with child
through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a
righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit
that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means "God is with us."”

OR MT 1:18-23

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived
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together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name
him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means "God is with us."”

FRIDAY

READING 1 1 TM 1:1-2, 12-14

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our
savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, to Timothy, my true child
in faith: grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and

Christ Jesus our Lord.

| am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus
our Lord, because he considered me trustworthy in appointing
me to the ministry. | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor
and an arrogant man, but | have been mercifully treated
because | acted out of ignorance in my unbelief. Indeed, the
grace of our Lord has been abundant, along with the faith and

love that are in Christ Jesus.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 16:1B-2A AND 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5) You are my inheritance, O Lord.
Keep me, O God, for in you | take refuge;

| say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."

O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

| bless the LORD who counsels me; even in the night my heart
exhorts me. | set the LORD ever before me;

with him at my right hand | shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,

fullness of joys in your presence,

the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

GOSPEL LK 6:39-42

Jesus told his disciples a parable: "Can a blind person guide a
blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? No disciple is
superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple
will be like his teacher. Why do you notice the splinter in
your brother's eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in
your own? How can you say to your brother, "Brother, let me
remove that splinter in your eye,” when you do not even
notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite!
Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will

see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother's eye.”

SATURDAY

READING 1 1 TM 1:15-17

Beloved:

This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these |
am the foremost. But for that reason | was mercifully
treated, so that in me, as the foremost, Christ Jesus might
display all his patience as an example for those who would
come to believe in him for everlasting life. To the king of
ages, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, honor and glory

forever and ever. Amen.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 113:1B-2, 3-4, 5 AND 6-
7

R. (2) Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
Praise, you servants of the LORD,

praise the name of the LORD.

Blessed be the name of the LORD
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both now and forever.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
From the rising to the setting of the sun

is the name of the LORD to be praised.

High above all nations is the LORD;

above the heavens is his glory.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
Who is like the LORD, our God,

and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?
He raises up the lowly from the dust;

from the dunghill he lifts up the poor.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.

GOSPEL LK 6:43-49

Jesus said to his disciples:

"A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree
bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For
people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather
grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of
goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of
a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the

heart the mouth speaks.

"Why do you call me, "Lord, Lord," but not do what |
command? | will show you what someone is like who comes to
me, listens to my words, and acts on them. That one is like a
man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the
foundation on rock; when the flood came, the river burst
against that house but could not shake it because it had been
well built. But the one who listens and does not act is like a
person who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. When the river burst against it, it collapsed at

once and was completely destroyed.”




