ST. PHILIP NERI CHURCH

“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed,
you would say to this mulberry tree,

be uprooted and planted in the sea and it would obey you.”

October 5, 2025
27% Sunday in Ordinary Time

“The love of God makes
us do great things”
St. Philip Neri

www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
Church Office 610-834-1975
Rectory 610-828-5717
School 610-828-3082
Convent 610-828-2866
PREP Program 484-804-1875

Rev. George J. Szparagowski,
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay,
Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
Dominic W. Mirenda
Transitional Deacon
Deacon Robert G. Flynn
Deacon Michael |. Cipressi




Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM
Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM
Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM
Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry
Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
Parish Office is open Monday to Friday
from 7:30AM to 5PM.

Low Gluten Hosts
Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at every
Mass. The celebrant will have them available, simply ask him
when you present to receive.

Parish Announced Mass Book
The parish announced Mass Book for 2026 is open.
Memorial Candles, Sanctuary Lamp, and Altar Bread
Memorials are also available. If you would like to check
availability, please stop by or call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Church. If you are divorced and want to
marry in the Church or remarried outside the
Church call:215-587-3750 or go to
www.archphila.org
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Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate
the Eucharist. Please go to our
website:www.sdaintphilipnerichurch.com for
more information or if you have any
questions or want to register call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have
access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a
godparent at Baptism or sponsor at
Confirmation you nheed to be registered and
active with a parish. Young adults who turn
26 or complete higher education and
continue to reside within our area should
register individually.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from
3:45PM to 4:45PM
or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.
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We Pray for our Beloved Deceased

For all those souls who have gone on before us
marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Richard Brauning, Sr. Claire Moran SSJ and the

souls in purgatory. May God, in His mercy,

grant them eternal rest and give peace to

those who mourn.

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these
virtual classes on a monthly basis. Call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975.




27% Sunday in Ordinary Time
5PM Vigil — Ida Bozzo & Joseph Morelli
Sunday, October 5%

7:30AM — Nancy Liberato - 4 Anniversary
9:30AM — Baby Leah Marie Carsello
11AM - Geraldine Lampe

Monday, October 6%
Sts. Bruno and Marie Rose Durocher

8:30AM — Thomas F. Keane Jr — 8% Anniversary

Tuesday, October 7%
Our Lady of the Rosary
8:30AM — Anna Marie Cudgma

Wednesday, October 8%
8:30AM - James G. Dwyer
Thursday, October 9%

Sts. Dennis & Companions, St. John Leonardi
8:30AM — Noreen M. Mogee
Friday, October 10
8:30AM — Deceased Members of the
Brennan & Lowry Families

Saturday, October 11t
St. Pope John XXIII

8:30AM — Theresa Higgins
Vigil — Andrew Lins

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Monday, October 13
in the Church 9AM to 5PM
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The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in Memory of Nancy Liberato,
req'd by Liberato Family
2 candles will burn at the Statue of the Blessed Mother
1in memory of Zosia Suchoicka,
req'd by Laura & Marion Suchoicki
1 in memory of Bavid Bartynski,
req'd by Donna Bartynski
1 candle will burn at the statue of St. Joseph

in memory of Betty Calbot

Req’d bu Eileen Gravinese

Prayer Request

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:

George Alburger, Claire Bennis, Nancy Bogdon,
Tom Bonk, Charlie Dickman, Claire DiDonato,
Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty,

Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab,

Johnny Higson, Suzanne Kulliver, Phyllis Luther,
Joan Marine, Terrence Martin, Rowan McNichol,
Randy Milakofsky, Donovan Mitchell, Josh Orkin,
Elizabeth Peirce, William Pinto, Maria Prince,
Baby Colson Robert Riday, Patrick Ryan,
Michael Shaw, Helen Snyder, Chris Solarski,

David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz,

Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino,

Dyane Westerfer, James Williams,Jr.

May God strengthen them in their struggle.

Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-
week period, if additional time is needed, please call the
Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-
2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,

October 8th at 7PM for our monthly rosary.
Bring your intentions to Our Blessed Mother.

Project H.O.P.E.

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing to
assist others in need of rides to doctor’s appointments or
to Church, Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534

October is Respect Life Month and today, the 27
collection today will be for the benefit of the Pro-Life
Educational Foundation, 1 501©(3) charity that
provides funding for various pro-life programs and
groups, such as Generation Life, College pro-life
groups, and crisis pregnancies centers. Please be
generous with your offering. Catholics are called to
support this great cause. Your generosity will allow
these groups to continue and to expand their vital
work. If you are not able to attend Mass in person,
please send your contribution to the Church Office
with a notation “Pro-life” on the envelope or check.
Thank you for your support!




Dear St. Philip Neri Friends and Family,

We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us! The disciples in today’s Gospel
approach Jesus with a very simple request: “Increase our faith.” They realize that faith is the foundation of
discipleship. Without faith, the demands of the Gospel seem overwhelming. With faith, however small, all things
are possible. Jesus responds by telling them that even faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains, can
uproot a mulberry tree and plant it in the sea. He is teaching us that it is not the size of our faith that matters
most, but the presence of faith itself, rooted in God’s power and love. In our own lives, we may sometimes feel
like the disciples, aware of how small our faith seems. We struggle with prayer, with doubts, with moments when
God feels distant. Yet Jesus reminds us that even the smallest seed of faith, when nurtured, can grow into
something extraordinary. God is the one who makes faith fruitful. Our part is to trust, to persevere, and to allow
His grace to work in us. The second part of the Gospel reminds us that discipleship is not about earning rewards
or seeking recognition. We are servants of the Lord, called to do His will out of love. When we live faithfully,
when we obey God’s commands, when we persevere in prayer, we are simply living as we should. Our lives
become an offering of love to the One who has given us everything. As we begin the month of October, the
Church turns our attention to Our Lady of the Rosary. October is traditionally dedicated to the Rosary, that
beautiful prayer which has been called a “compendium of the Gospel.” In the rosary, we meditate on the
mysteries of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection through the eyes of Mary. We learn from her how to ponder
God’s works with faith, patience, and love. The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on October 7™ has its origins in
history. In 1571, when Christian Europe faced the threat on invasion, the faithful turned to the Rosary for
protection. Pope Pius V asked all of Christendom to pray, and the Christian fleet won a decisive victory at the
Battle of Lepanto. This victory was credited to the intercession of Our Lady through the Rosary. For this reason,
the feast was established as a reminder of the power of prayer, especially the Rosary, in times of trial. The Rosary
remains a powerful weapon, not of destruction, but of peace. It strengthens our faith, it draws us closer to Christ,
and it gives us hope. Each Hail Mary is like a seed of faith planted in our hearts, a seed that God can make grow
into something far greater than we imagine. This week, as we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, let
us make a renewed commitment to this prayer. Perhaps we can pray a decade each day with our family, or take
time to pray the Rosary while driving, walking, or resting. In this way, we not only honor Mary, but we allow her
to lead us more deeply into the mysteries of Christ. Brothers and sisters, like the disciples, let us ask the Lord to
increase our faith. Let us not be discouraged by how small our faith may feel, but let us entrust it to God, who
makes all things grow. And let us take up the Rosary as a school of faith, a prayer that strengthens us for the
battles we face, and a chain that binds us ever closer to Christ through the heart of His Mother. May Our Lady of
the Rosary, intercede for us, may our faith grow strong, and may our lives reflect the love and hope of Christ to a
world in need.

Please invite someone to Mass today. St. Philip Neri, pray for us! Have a blessed day,

Fr. Szparagowski

Annual Parish Celebration of Forty Hours

October st thru Oct 7th

Evening Service every evening at 7PM




We Welcome
Greyson Michael, son of Michael & Linda
Acquaviva, Sean Alexander and Emma Eileen,
son and daughter of Scott & Mairead
Grinnan, Caleb Michael, son of Sean & Paige
Hoban and Samantha Bell, daughter of David
& Kathleen Webster. All were recently
baptized here at St. Philip’s!
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Curious about the Catholic Faith?
Have you been coming to Mass and wondering what it
means to be Catholic?
For more information, contact Barney McGee at
610-834-1975 or email bmcgee@spnchurchlh.org
Come and see, the doors wide open!

St. Monica Club
Is someone you love distant from the Church? You’re
not alone. Like St. Monica, we believe in the power of
persistent prayer and loving support. Join us as we
pray together on Tuesday, October 21st at 7PM in the
convent chapel. We pray forthose who have
wandered, we share encouragement and resourses and
celebrate the small victories and answered prayers.
Let’s lift each other up — one prayer at a time!

For more info contact Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875

Malvern s .
Retreat House \ J

Nationally recognized retreat director, Fr. Anthony

Baetzold along with speakers Mark Houck and
Fr. Dennis Gill will be conducting the Immaculate
Conception Retreat from Dec 5" to 7" Latin Mass
will be offered in one of our chapels. Contact John

McCreavy at 609-868-1342 or call Malvern directly at
610-569-9796. There website is:

www.malvernretreat.com

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Catholic Church. If you are divorced and
want to marry in the Church or remarried outside
the Catholic Church, please call the Tribunal Office
at 215-587-3750 or visit: www.archphila.org

Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4t Sunday of every

month immediately following the 11AM Mass. Godparents
need Letters of Eligibility, for first time parents the Pre-
Jordan Class is required. Call the Church Office at 610-
834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 months
prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are required,
contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing
from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before
surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

How Do I Witness the Faith?

The duty of the laity “...does not consist
only in the witness of one’s way of life;
a true apostle looks for opportunities to
announce Christ by words addressed
either to non-believers with a view to
leading them to faith, or to the faithful
with a view to instructing,
strengthening, and encouraging them
to a more fervent life. " -Apostolicam
Actuositatem
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So, witnessing one’s way of life is not
sufficient. All the laity have a special
obligation to announce Christ by words to
non-believers and to the faithful. Thatis
required of all the laity.

Join your fetlow parishioners to explore
how best to carry out this “special
obligation™.

Role of the Laity Discussion Group
St. Philip Neri Parish
For more information, contact joe Manta:

osephignania@sne.con: (215 353- 7577

American
Red Cross

SPN Blood Drive - Oct 30" - 2PM to 7PM
In the school gym
Go to www.redcrossblood.org to schedule appointment




Pro Life Corner
Your spiritualy adopted baby is developing
quite beautifully now. Her weight is
approaching 2 lbs. She sits up straight now to
accommodate her internal organs which have
moved into their final place in her little
body.Babies born prematurely at this time have
a very good chance of surviving. The medical
advances in caring for extremely small
newborn infants are extraordinary indeed.
Don’t forget to pray for your baby. Abortion is
legal through all nine months and her mom
might still feel pressure to abort.

Parish "3(;(—} iving

Our parish on-line giving program is easy and can
be stopped or adjusted at any time. Go to the parish
website to sign up: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
in these busy times please do not forget your parish.

Use the QR code below to sigh-up.
As always, thank you for your generosity!
o
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St. Francis Inn

Always looking for volunteers, go to
volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
Keep us in your prayers! The collection box is in the
Church vestibule year-round accepting your donations.
Donations can also be dropped off at the Muller’s porch,
472 Poplar Lane in Whitemarsh Woods.

Knights of Columbus -Save the Dates
Pancake Breakfast - November 9th
SPN Cafeteria, after the 9:30AM & 11AM Masses
$10/pp - kids under 12 are free
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Jubilee Shrine Pilgrimage on Nov 13th

Miraculous Medal Shrine, St. John Neumann & St. Rita

of Cascia’s Shrines.

$60/pp, luxury bus, tour of shrines, boxed lunch from

Panera. Knights are subsidizing the cost to make cost

reasonable. Call the Church Office at
610-834-1975 for details.

“Consult not your fears but your hopes and dreams.
Think not about your frustrations, but about your
unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what
you tried and failed in, but with what is still possible for
you to do.”
Pope St. John XXIII / Feast Day October 11th

Home & School News

Save the date, our home and school association are

announcing their upcoming auction event.
Mixtape, Melodies & VHS Vibes
Saturday, November 15

The goal is to raise $75,000, which will directly

support continued advancements in academic
programing and student enrichment in our school.

More details to follow!

Go to mixtape.givesmart.com, text MIXTAPE to 76278

St. John's Hospice

Casseroles can be home made or store bought. The
next drop off dates are anytime between
September 27t and October 1st.
If you need an alternate date or time call Eileen at

215-939-8368, or email at: hurdles28@hotmail.com
drop off is at: 2308 Mulberry Lane.
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Women's Guild presents Laughter Yoga on
Sunday, October 19 at 2PM in the school cafeteria.
Hosted by Amy Wilson. LMT & CYT
This is a free event.

Contact Paula DiGiacomo at 610-308-0797

F.L.A.M.E. Presents
Armor of God / Saturday, October 11t
9AM to Noon Carriage House at the Houstonia
Estate
1016 Beech Road, Wallingford, PA 19086
How to walk with strength.

Living an authentic Christian life means being
ready to stand firm despite our circumstances.
Psychologist and theologian Dr. Andrea LaFountain
offers practical and biblical advice on how to put
on the six parts of God’s armor.

RSVP: KindledFlame@yahoo.com
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Making a donation to St. Philip at closing
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