ST. PHILIP NERI CHURCH

“Oh God, be merciful to me a sinner”

October 26, 2025
30t Sunday in Ordinary Time

“The love of God makes
us do great things”
St. Philip Neri

www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
Church Office 610-834-1975
Rectory 610-828-5717
School 610-828-3082
Convent 610-828-2866
PREP Program 484-804-1875

Rev. George J. Szparagowski,
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay,
Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
Dominic W. Mirenda
Transitional Deacon
Deacon Robert G. Flynn
Deacon Michael |. Cipressi
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Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM
Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM
Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM
Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry
Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
Parish Office is open Monday to Friday
from 7:30AM to 5PM.

Parish Announced Mass Book
The parish announced Mass Book for 2026 is open.
Memorial Candles, Sanctuary Lamp, and Altar Bread
Memorials are also available. If you would like to check
availability, please stop by or call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Church. If you are divorced and want to
marry in the Church or remarried outside the
Church call:215-587-3750 or go to
www.archphila.org

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will
bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.
To him be glory forever and ever. Amen”
St. Paul’s Letter to Timothy

VE'RE GLAD YOU'RE HERI

Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate
the Eucharist. Please go to our
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for
more information or if you have any
questions or want to register call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have
access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a
godparent at Baptism or sponsor at
Confirmation you need to be registered and

Low Gluten Hosts
Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at
every Mass. The celebrant will have them available,
simply ask him when you present to receive.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from
3:45PM to 4:45PM
or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

+
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We Pray for our Beloved Deceased
For all those souls who have gone on before us

marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
and the souls in purgatory. May God, in His
mercy, grant them eternal rest and give peace

to those who mourn.




MASS INTENTIONS

30% Sunday in Ordinary Time
5PM Vigil — Annetta Terreri

Sunday, October 26th
7:30AM — Teresa Rybicki
9:30AM — Emma Patrice Maginnis
11AM - Joan Regan

Monday, October 27th
8:30AM — Deceased Members of the Ingram Family

Tuesday, October 28%
Sts. Simon & Jude

8:30AM — Joyce Bressette

Wednesday, October 29th
8:30AM — Teresa Rybicki

Thursday, October 30th
8:30AM — Deceased Members of the
Savarese & Ganley Families

Friday, October 31st
8:30AM - Joe D’Angelo

Saturday, November 1%
All Saints

8:30AM — Thomas DiGiacomo, Sr.
Vigil — Poor Souls in Purgatory

|
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for a special
intention, req’d by MMS & Family
1 candle will burn at the statue of St. Joseph
For a special intention
req’d by Eileen Gravinese.
1 candle will burn at the statue of the
Blessed Mother, in memory of Hugh & Mary
McGee, req’d by their family.

2" collection this weekend is Capital Replacement.
2" collection next weekend St. Charles Seminary.

Next Sunday we will have a Legacy of Life
speaker at all Masses. This program helps women
who think there is no other choice but abortion.

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:

George Alburger, Claire Bennis, Nancy Bogdon,
Tom Bonk, Charlie Dickman, Claire DiDonato,
Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty,

Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab, Kelle Franzen,
Johnny Higson, Ed Kortonick, Suzanne Kulliver,
Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, Terrence Martin,
Rowan McNichol, Randy Milakofsky, Donovan Mitchell,
Josh Orkin, Elizabeth Peirce, William Pinto,

Maria Prince, Baby Colson Robert Riday, Patrick Ryan,
Michael Shaw, Helen Snyder, Chris Solarski,

David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz,

Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino,

Dyane Westerfer, James Williams Jr.

May God strengthen them in their struggle.

Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-
week period, if additional time is needed, please call the
Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-
2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,
November 12th at 7PM for our monthly rosary.
Bring your intentions to Our Blessed Mother.

Project H.O.P.E.

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing to
assist others in need of rides to doctor’s appointments or
to Church, Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament

Monday, November 10th
in the Church 9AM to 5PM

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the archdiocese
requires the parents to attend a Pre-Jordan Class. Deacon
Mike Cipressi hosts these virtual classes on a monthly
basis. Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.




Dear St. Philip Neri Friends and Family,

We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us! Today’s Gospel presents us with
one of the most striking contrasts in all of Scripture: the prayer of the Pharisee and the prayer of the tax collector.
Both men enter the Temple to pray. The Pharisee stands tall and thanks God, but his words are filled with pride.
He compares himself to others and boasts of his fasting and tithing. The tax collector, on the other hand, remains
in the back, unable even to lift his eyes. He simply prays, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus makes it
clear who went home justified. It was not the one who appeared righteous, but the one who was humble before
God. The lesson is unmistakable. Prayer is not about impressing others or presenting ourselves as perfect. Prayer
is about coming before God with honesty and humility. God does not want our self-importance; He wants our
hearts. The Pharisee’s prayer teaches us the danger of spiritual pride. He was so busy comparing himself to
others that he could not see his own need for God’s mercy. The tax collector, on the other hand, knew he was a
sinner, and in that recognition, he opened himself to God’s grace. The saints remind us again and again that
humility is the foundation of holiness. St. Augustine once said that the first step to God is humility, the second is
humility, and the third is humility. Without humility, we cannot recognize our need for God. With humility, we
open ourselves to His transforming love. The first reading from Sirach echoes this truth. God shows no partiality,
but He listens especially to the cry of the poor, of the oppressed, the orphan, and the widow. He hears the prayer
of the humble. This is a great comfort for us. It means that no matter our status, no matter our failures, no matter
how small we feel in the world’s eyes, God sees us, God loves us, and God hears our prayer. St. Paul, in the
second reading, gives us a personal testimony of this truth. He writes near the end of his life, looking back on his
trials and proclaiming that he has fought the good fight and kept the faith. He recognizes that it was not his own
strength that carried him through, but the Lord who stood by him and gave him power. Paul shows us what
humility looks like in action; not denying our efforts, but recognizing that everything we accomplish is by God’s
grace. The Gospel challenges us to look honestly at our own prayer. Do we sometimes fall into the trap of the
Pharisee, comparing ourselves to others, trying to justify ourselves, or thinking we do not need God’s mercy? Or
do we come before the Lord like the tax collector, honest, humble, and ready to receive? True prayer begins
when we set aside appearances and simply open our hearts to God. As we come to the end of October, the month
of the Holy Rosary, it is fitting to remember that Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary, is the model of humility. At the
Annunciation she said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.” Her greatness came not from pride, but from
her willingness to serve. Every time we pray the Rosary, we are invited to look at Christ’s life through her eyes,
to learn her humility, and to grow in trust. Brothers and sisters, let us learn from today’s readings. Let us put
aside pride and pray with humble hearts. Let us never compare ourselves to others, but instead compare ourselves
to Christ, who humbled Himself on the Cross for our salvation. Let us turn to Our Lady, asking her to teach us
humility, so that like the tax collector we may pray, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner”, and like St. Paul, we
may say at the end of our lives, “the Lord has stood by me and given me strength.”

Please invite someone to Mass today. St. Philip Neri, pray for us! Have a blessed day,

Fr. Szparagowski

October is the month of the Holy Rosary, saints throughout the ages implored the faithful
to say the rosary. Place your cares and the cares of the world in Our Blessed Mother’s

powerful intercession. Hail Mary...




Block Collection
If you haven't already received it, you will soon receive
the annual Block Collection envelope / parish update
form. This is a pivotal collection in the fiscal structure of
our parish. Your past support has never wavered and we
are most hopeful this year will be no different. Your
generosity provides a sound base from which we
maintain and grow our Church, parish school & facilities.

OCIA
Curious about the Catholic Faith?

Have you been coming to Mass and wondering what it

means to be Catholic?
For more information, contact Barney McGee at
610-834-1975 or email bmcgee@spnchurchlh.org

Come and see, the doors wide open!

St. Monica Club
Is someone you love distant from the Church?
You’re not alone. Like St. Monica, we believe in the
power of persistent prayer and loving support. Join
us as we pray together in the convent chapel, next
date to be announced. We pray forthose who have
wandered, we share encouragement and resourses
and celebrate the small victories and answered
prayers.
Let’s lift each other up — one prayer at a timel!
For more info contact Sharon Otto at 484-804-

1875

Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4t Sunday of every
month immediately following the 11AM Mass. Godparents
need Letters of Eligibility, for first time parents the Pre-
Jordan Class is required. Call the Church Office at 610-
834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 months
prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are required,
contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing
from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before
surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

Saturday, December 6 9 30 to 11:30
Adults $10 & Children $5
Get your Christmas List ready - visit w/
Santa, continental breakfast, making
Christmas crafts and special Christmas story
read by guest reader!
Registration coming soon.
Volunteers needed, contact:
fpcesareo@gmail.com

American
Red Cross

SPN Blood Drive - Oct 30" - 2PM to 7PM
In the school gym
Go to www.redcrossblood.org to schedule

October is Pro-Life Month
Items for mothers and babies in need may be placed in
the crib in the vestibule during October. Most needed is

diaper wipes, lg. diapers & new or used children’s
winter coats.

Pro Life Corner
You are in the home stretch with your
spititualy adopted baby. Begginning this month
the baby uses all four senses. He can see,
taste, touch, cough, yawn, and hiccup. He now
recoghizes his mother’s voice and ultrasound
reveals that he likes to open his syes and look
around. During this time he will also receive
antibodies from his mother protecting him
from a wide variety of iseases..

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Catholic Church. If you are divorced and
want to marry in the Church or remarried outside
the Catholic Church, please call the Tribunal Office
at 215-587-3750 or visit: www.archphila.org




Knights of Columbus -Save the Dates
Pancake Breakfast - November 9th
SPN Cafeteria, after the 7:30AM & 9:30AM Masses
$10/pp - kids under 12 are free

K3k kkkkkk

Jubilee Shrine Pilgrimage on Nov 13th
Miraculous Medal Shrine, St. John Neumann & St. Rita

of Cascia’s Shrines.
$60/pp, luxury bus, tour of shrines, boxed lunch from
Panera. Knights are subsidizing the cost to make cost
reasonable. Call the Church Office at
610-834-1975 for details.

For more than 65 years,
the Catholic Charities
Appeal (CCA) of the
Archdiocese of

Philadelphia has brought
Christ’s love to one in five
people across our region.

Scan here
to learn how
you can Give [Ofprr1

Hopeto Alll  Frevijzgs

\‘Parisﬁ"%(-}iving

Our parish on-line giving program is easy and can
be stopped or adjusted at any time. Go to the parish
website to sign up: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
in these busy times please do not forget your parish.

Use the QR code below to sigh-up.
As always, thank you for your generosity!
E%EE

St. Francis Inn

Always looking for volunteers, go to
volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
For more than 2 decades SPN has supported the good
works of St. Francis Inn soup kitchen & clothing shop.
Parishioners make weekly peanut butter & jam
sandwiches. Our needs are powdered milk, peanut
butter, jam, sugar, cans of tuna/chicken. Small adult
diapers, trash bags, bar soap, dishwashing soap. The
collection box is in the Church vestibule year-round
accepting your donations. Donations can also be dropped
off at the Muller’s porch, 472 Poplar Lane in
Whitemarsh Woods.

Home & School News

Save the date, our home and school association are

announcing their upcoming auction event.
Mixtape, Melodies & VHS Vibes
Saturday, November 15

The goal is to raise $75,000, which will directly

support continued advancements in academic
programing and student enrichment in our school.

More details to follow!
Go to mixtape.givesmart.com, text MIXTAPE to
76278

St. John'’s Hospice
Casseroles can be home made or store bought. The
next drop off dates are anytime between
September 27t and October 1st,
If you need an alternate date or time call Eileen at
215-939-8368, or email at: hurdles28@hotmail.com
drop off is at: 2308 Mulberry Lane.

T i

VOCATION OFFICE roaTHE
D'I'DCES#.N_ PR!_EETHC_'OD

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHLA

HEED THE CALL

For information call: 610-667-5778

Pro Life Educational Foundational

We would like to express deep gratitude to St.
Philip Neri’s parishioners for their tremendous
generosity which resulted in nearly $1,300.00 being
collected on Respect Life Weekend to support pre-
life and pro-family work done in our area.
Thank youl!
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SEAN SMITH Maria's on Summit

MA, M.Ep, LPC, CAADC
Adolescent and Adult Mental Health
and Addictions Counseling
sean@seansmithlpc.com (610) 764-4679
www.seansmithlpc.com
555 Andorra Glen Court - Ste 12 - Lafayette Hill

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
Specializing Luncheons,

Parties, and Catering

8100 Ridge Avenue
215-508-5600 - mariasonsummit.com
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Concrete * Paving * Sealcoating

215-699-8425
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451 Germantown Pike * Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
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