St. Philip Neri Church

“The Lord, your God, shall you worship

and Him alone shall you serve.”

Ist Sunday in Lent

February 22nd, 2026

us do great things”
St. Philip Neri

“The love of God makes

www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
Church Office 610-834-1975
Rectory 610-828-5717
School 610-828-3082
Convent 610-828-2866
PREP Program 484-804-1875

Rev. George J. Szparagowski,
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay,
Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
Dominic W. Mirenda
Transitional Deacon
Deacon Robert G. Flynn
Deacon Michael J. Cipressi




Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass

5PM
Sunday Morning

7:30AM - No Music

9:30AM & 11:00AM

Daily Mass Schedule

Monday through Saturday 8:30AM

Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate
the Eucharist. Please go to our
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for
more information or if you have any
questions or want to register call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have
access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a
godparent at Baptism or sponsor at
Confirmation you need to be registered and
active with a parish. Young adults who turn
26 or complete higher education and
continue to reside within our area should

reqgister individually.

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry

Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
Parish Office is open Monday to Friday
from 7:30AM to 5PM.

Low Gluten Hosts

Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at

every Mass. The celebrant will have them available,
simply ask him when you present to receive.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,
March 11th in the Church for our rosary. Bring
your special intentions to our Mother Mary and
ask her intercession.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Church. If you are divorced and want to
marry in the Church or remarried outside the
Church call 215-587-3750 or go to:
www.archphila.org

Confessions are heard every Saturday from
3:45PM to 4:45PM or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

=L
(
We Pray for our Beloved Deceased
For all those souls who have gone on before us
marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Joyce Wallis and the souls in purgatory. May God,
in His mercy, grant them eternal rest and give
peace to those who mourn.

Adoration of the Most blcsscd
Sacrament in the Church on Monclay,
March 9th, 9AM to 5FM.
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st Sunday of Lent
5PM Vigil

George Szparagowski, Sr.
Sunday, February 22
7:30AM -Jim Brooks

9:30AM - Bob Wisniewski
11AM - Peter Conway

Monday, February 23+
St. Polycarp

8:30AM - Eugene R. & Maria R. Caruso
Tuesday, February 24t
8:30AM - James Foley, Sr.
Wednesday, February 25
8:30AM - Kathy Fisher — 11** Anniversary
Thursday, February 26
8:30AM - George Szparagowski, Sr.

Friday, February 27t
St. Gregory of Narek

8:30AM - Carol Tierney
Saturday, February 28"
8:30AM - Joseph & Conchetta Perri
Vigil - Andrew Lins

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in memory
of Betty Calbot, req’d by Eileen Gravinese.
2 candles will burn at the statue of the
Blessed Mother,

1 in memory of LoralLee V. Brown,
req’d by Eileen Gravinese.
| in memory of Sarah Trainor.

A candle will burn at the statue of
St. Joseph, in memory of Sherry DelGrippo,
req’d by Eileen Gravinese.

Lenten Penance Service
March 25t at 7PM

ey

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday in Lent at 7PM

? -
"~ Please pra‘y for our sick, the home-bound,- and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:
George Alburger, Claire Bennis, Jimmy Breen,
Nancy Bogdon, Tom Bonk, Charlie Dickman,
Claire DiDonato, Kathleen Grundy, Andrew
Donohue, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty,
Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab, Catherine Hangholt,
Johnny Higson, Suzanne Kulliver, Ed Kortonick,
Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, Terrence Martin,
Kathleen McGill, Rowan McNichol,

Randy Milakofsky, Donovan Mitchell,
Stacey Mullen, William Pinto, Maria Prince,
Baby Colson Robert Riday, Patrick Ryan,
Nicole Sachs, Michael Shaw, Chris Solarski,
David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz,
Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino,
and Dyane Westerfer, May God strengthen them in
their struggle.

Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick
for a 6-week period, if additional time is needed,
please call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-

2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Project H.O.P.E.

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing
to assist others in need of rides to doctor’s
appointments or to Church,

Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction

If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these
virtual classes on a monthly basis.

Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

“In the face of my darkness, You are light.
In the face of my mortality, You are life.”

St. Gregory of Narek / Feast Day - February 27th




Dear St. Philip Neri Friends and Family,
We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us!

We have entered into the holy season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, we received ashes as a reminder of our
mortality and our need for repentance. Now, on this First Sunday of Lent, the Gospel leads us into the desert
with Jesus. For forty days, He fasts and prays, and there He is tempted by the devil. This moment
reveals not only who Jesus is, but how we are called to live as His followers. Each temptation Jesus faces
strikes at something very human. Hunger. Power. Control. The desire for security and recognition. These are
not foreign temptations. They are the same struggles we face in our own lives. The devil invites Jesus to
satisfy His hunger apart from God, to claim power without obedience, and to test God rather than trust Him.
Jesus resists every temptation by turning back to the Father and standing firm in God’s Word. This Gospel
teaches us that temptation itself is not sin. Jesus was tempted, yet He remained faithful. What matters is how
we respond. Lent is not about pretending we are perfect. It is about acknowledging our weaknesses and
turning to God for strength. Like Jesus, we are called to face temptation not with pride, but with trust in
God. The first reading from Genesis reminds us of the story of Adam and Eve, who gave in to temptation
and broke their trust in God. Saint Paul, in the second reading, contrasts Adam with Christ. Where Adam
fell, Christ remained faithful. Through Christ’s obedience, sin is overcome and grace is poured out
abundantly. Lent is a season of grace because it invites us to share in Christ’s victory. Prayer strengthens our
relationship with God. Fasting helps us detach from what controls us. Almsgiving opens our hearts to the
needs of others. These practices are not punishments. They are tools that help us grow in freedom and love.
The desert is not a place of despair. It is a place of encounter. In the quiet, distractions fall away and God
speaks more clearly. Lent invites us into that sacred space. It asks us to slow down, to listen, and to allow
God to shape us anew. Brothers and sisters, as we continue this Lenten journey, let us walk with Christ in
the desert. Let us trust that God is with us in our struggles and faithful in His promises. When temptation
comes, may we turn to the Lord. When we fall, may we rise again in Christ. When Easter arrives, may we
find that our hearts have been renewed by God’s mercy and love. May this Lent draw us closer to Christ,
strengthen our faith, and prepare us for the joy of the Resurrection.
Please invite someone to Mass today.
St. Philip Neri, pray for us.
Have a blessed day,
Fr. Szparagowski

Join Fr. Szparagowski & Fr. Michael Reilly on a jubilee journey
to Fatima, Lourdes & Barcelona. September 2™ to 13™, 11 days, 10 nights .
Daily breakfast, transfers between destinations, guided visits to Catholic sites & landmarks,
daily Mass and cultural tours and more!
Go to www.cloverdaletravel.org for details.

“Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.”




e
Holy Week

Wednesday, March 25"
Penance Service at 7PM

Wednesday April 1st
Stations of the Cross at 7PM

Holy Thursday, April 2™
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7PM
A concelebrated Mass of the Lord’s Supper with the
Washing of Feet. Chapel will be open for adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament until 10PM.

Good Friday, April 3"¢
Passion & Death of the Lord at 3PM
During the liturgy, communion will be distributed
and Veneration of the Cross.
&
Tenebrae Service at 7PM

Holy Saturday, April 4™
Confessions from Noon to 1PM
Easter Vigil at 7PM
Liturgy of Light
Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Easter Sunday, April 5%
Masses at 7:30AM, 9:30AM & 11AM

The
Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4™ Sunday of every

month immediately following the 11AM Mass. Godparents
need Letters of Eligibility, for first time parents the Pre-
Jordan Class is required. Call the Church Office at 610-
834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 months
prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are required,
contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick

Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing

from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before

surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

ocia
Curious about the Catholic Faith?

For more information, contact Barney McGee at
610-834-1975 or email bmegee@spnchurchlh.org

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Church. If you are divorced and want to
marry in the Church or remarried outside the
Church call:215-587-3750 or go to
www.archphila.org

SPN Women’s auild

Join us for our Annual Covered

Dish Supper Wednesday, 3/18/26,

6:30pm, SPN School Hall

Reserve your place, just copy and

paste link below to your browser
https://tinyurl.com/SPNDish26

For Info call Rose Boneck 610-324-3111 or

Loretta Gallagher 484-213-1202

"Let us therefore forsake the vanity of the crowd
and their false teachings, and turn back to the word
delivered to us from the beginning."

St. Polycarp / Feast Day February 23

i

Adoration to Pray for Vocations
Spend one hour each week before the Blessed
Sacrament praying for vocations. For locations
go to: www.heedthecall.org/vocations/resources

St. Monica Club
Do you have a loved ones who have drifted away
from the Church? Join us on February 24th at 7PM
in the Convent Chapel as we pray together, support
one another, and share hope in God’s faithfulness.
For more info contact: Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.




Knights of Columbus Raffle
The drawing date has been moved to

Sunday, March 22",
Sales have been off probably due to snow
and frigid weather, please get vour ticket
and help support Knight’s charities.

Thank you!
Tickets are $100.00 / Maximum of 400 tickets sold.

1 grand prize winner of $10,000 or 25% of all sales
20 second place winners of $500 or 1.25% of all sales
Tickets available in the Church Office
Monday to Friday 8AM to SPM.

If you would like to purchase a ticket by mail, simply
send a check to the Church Office (labeled chances)
and your portion of the ticket will be sent back to you.

Check out our Parish-wide Lenten Prayer Initiative in our Parish
Newsletter!

Our weekly eNewsletter shares parish news and more- including Archdiocesan updates,
special events, school news, and faith & family resources. New content is added weekly - to
help you stay connected.

Sign up:
o Text: STPHILIPI to 84576

¢ Online: www seiphilipnenchurch com (join Flocknote)

Women’s Lenten Bible Study

A Catholic Lenten Devotional, join the women
of SPN on a Lenten journhey. Together we pray,
reflect, and grow in faith and fellowship.
Come as you are, bring a friend! Contact Liz
at lizfets@gmail.com for information.

Parish ‘g(:(-;i\'ing

Our parish on-line giving program is easy and can
be stopped or adjusted at any time. Go to the parish
website to sign up: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
in these busy times please do not forget your parish.

Use the QR code below to sigh-up.
As always, thank you for your generosity!

In the Sacrament of Baptism,

the presider declares, “This is
our faith. This is the faith of the
church. We are proud to profess
it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

We live out this gift of faith

in our parish communities by
worship, praise, service and
sharing it with family, neighbors
and all those we encounter every
day. Help shape the future of our
faith and the Catholic Church

of Philadelphia by sharing your
feedback. Please complete the
planning study survey at:
https:/forms.office.com/
r/9fcs95U5B4 or

scan the QR code.

The Catholic Church
of Philadelphia

St. John'’s Hospice
Casseroles can be home made or store bought.
The next drop off dates are anytime between
Feb 28 & Mar 1st pickup is Wednesday March 4th.
If you need an alternate date or time call Eileen at
215-939-8368, or email at:

hurdles28@hotmail.com drop off is at:
2308 Mulberry Lane.

St. Francis Inn
Always looking for volunteers, go to
volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
Keep us in your prayers! The collection box is in the
Church vestibule year-round accepting your donations.
Donations can also be dropped off at the Muller’s porch,
472 Poplar Lane in Whitemarsh Woods
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LI Sisters Painting

Interior & Exterior

POWERWASHING A RA O
STAINING DECKS  Traditional Funerals
WALL REPAIRS e Cremation Service
WALLPAPER * Pre-Planning Service
REMOVAL * Five Generations since 1888

Free Estimate  Fully Insured

www.lownes.com (610) 828-4430
215-817-6913

Randall K. and Wesley J. Lownes ~ Active Parish Members

Connor Elder Law L.L.C.

Elder Law Services, Wills, Trusts, Estate Administration

Mark J. Davis, Esquire

mark@connorelderlaw.com
644 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
(610) 941-4667

Family Owned and od FREE INSPECTION
FITZPATRICK Operated Since 1987 ao Laicensed & Insured
FUNERAL HOME ‘ ®
(215) 483-1702 RIGHTWAY g
(215) 483-1704 WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR
215-427-1727

Mary Ellen

Michael J.
"Serving the living
since 1920"

igital Forms for
Contractors

Inspections, Daily Reports. Safety Forms,
Approvals. Workflows. Mobile-friendly.

Integrates with:

PROCORE ~2 AUTODESK

ResponseVault B34S —_—
p v o Matt Monihan

www . ResponseVault. com

(215) 436-8051 Farjshioner, Ciass of 2001.

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com
guaranteed

QM% John Casey %%
SUNRISE.

SVP of Mortgage Lending
SENIOR LIVING

Call me today! (610) 505-0769
Parishioner
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
AMLS 5219, Company NMLS
OF LAFAYETTE HiLL
"The Senior Living Community available for
St. Philip Neri families."
Call for a tour and information today!

LocAL FAmiLy OWNED & OPERATED

: o) WE Cover ALL YOUR
&L OuTpooR NEEDS:
LANDSCAPING - Tree/Bush Trimming
SERVICES - Fall Clean-Up

610.733.7210 - Commercial Plowing

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Next door to church

nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
610-940-3888
RIDESHARING '

Electrical « Plumbing

Affordable.
Classical.
Catholic.

1 -

MARTIN SAINTS

CLASSICAL HIGH SCHOOL

A CHESTERTON ACADEMY
3000 Keenwood Road

East Norriton

Grades 9-12

Learn more at whymsc.org

OPEN HOUSE
February 22, 2026 ~ 12:00 PM

OUR SPONSO,

Sponsors can offer proWns
discounts and/or up-to-date contact
information to the ENTIRE community

Funding A BE R

SAFETY TIPS
Ask #WHATS )
M

Heating - Cooling

When you call Summers you can trust that we're committing to maximizing
each and every component for utmost importance. We pride ourselves on a job that’s
done the right way. That's why, with every visit, we guarantee:

+ 100% Satisfaction
- Family Safety
« Property Protection

'afir

NAN
Free Estimates

s 9)stop - One Year Parts & Labor
A o -adobponerighitherirscrime - (Q]]; 215-482-8800
M © match Step-By-Step

I oo Home Improvements

Kitchens ~ Baths ~ Basements
in remembrance of Floors ~ Decks - Additions ~ Carpentry
Samantha, ladenhdon www.sbshomer.com 215-740-0884
M - ! Free Esimates ¢ Fully Insured

RS & OUR COMMUNITY

ANYONE in the community can access
realtimeoffers from their favorite

i o’ 1 - » 2 R A b N d ,I r .
IROCIFIINGE ° STIDING ° GUITTEIRS
WINIDOWS © DOORS © IDISCIES

'Continuous Quality” g

215-79'7-18595

www.DennisAndSonsContracting.com
Neighboring Parishioner

RS T, <hare & support
+ | American
%/ Red Cross
Someone Meeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.
For Advertising
Information Contact
WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

Join €oday: redcross.org/Volunteer

014 St. Philip Neri - Lafayette Hill, PA (i)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net



MOoORE, SNEAR
&RUGCIERO
FUNERAL HOME & CREMAT ORY, INC.
300 Fayette St. « Conshohocken, PA 19428
610-828-0330 « www.msrfh.com
Donald E. Moore, Jr., Supervisor

SEAN SMITH
MA, M.Ep, LPC, CAADC

www.seansmithlpc.com
555 Andorra Glen Court - Ste 12 - Lafayette Hill

ICENSED

\

PA
610-8 99 RED

Maria's on Summit

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Adolescent and Adult Mental Health , Tuesday-Sunday
and Addictions Counseling Spedializing Luncheons,
sean@seansmithlpc.com (610) 764-4679 Parties, and Catering

8100 Ridge Avenue

215-508-5600 - mariasonsummit.com

= ALLYSON A. ABBOTT, D.M.D.
www.drbaldassano.com Pl Practice Limited to Endodontics
Root Canal Treatment
Plymouth Meeting Professional Building
1567 Dekalb Pike, 2050 Butler Pike, Suite 300
Rt. 202, Blue Bell, PA Plymouth Meeting

610-279-1811

610-834-7770

Daniel M. Gregorl ‘

Parish Member www.V|ncemessantonloplumblng.com

610-828-9517 - 610-828-0207 / 24 HRS

7384 Ridge Ave.
Phila., PA 19128

Frank C. Hicke
Supervisor

Director

i Hydro-Jet & —
Nlooaypispe <. Cenina RAYS
Vid
'PLUMB'NG' |nsp0|3c$i%ns AFRLIBNEES

0-8
John E. Richardson, D.M.D.

Parishioner
Choir Member

Concrete * Paving * Sealcoating

215-699-8425

@ SLAWEK

451 Germantown Pike * Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Conveniently located across the street from SPN

610-828-4231

MClLVAINE MunNDY

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC

www.mmfunerals.com | 215-482-8878

Cosmetic & Comprehensive Dental Care

19 Morris Avenue
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

610-525-4910

Mention this Ad for
One FREE Giﬂ Wrap

Lunch-Dinner

Specials Dail (TN
1Z3PFayette Stryeet \/p

Conshohoken i ———
610-940-0540

- CHUCK HEMCHER, JR. PARISHIONER
PROUDLY SERVING'ST. PHILIPS FAMILY

AND YOUTH GROUP OF PARISH

609-970-7786

~oterfer Pz George A. Korkus III A
0O REALTOR 0 d A onditio 0
S g g
A\ » 0"7_Q
\/ (c) 610-304-6896
(0) 610-828-6300 ; il A gl
George@KorkusRE.com = Boto draFacia e
D 0,
DR. DAWN CUTE orp .
one o WWW. GeorgeKorkus com ROXBOROUGH MARKET SQUARE €dica €lg O
© 5 Philadelphia Mag Five Star Agent 2013-2019 8945 Ridge Avenue, Sultesz&?, Ph|Iac!eIph|a, PA 19128 aser Ha emova
6 , www.drdawncutechiropractic.com akeup axing
Phone 215-508-3291+ Fax 215-508-3022 “ A8 n _
610 O OPTIMUMHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC@OUTLOOK.COM 2 = 5
SUSANBILOTTA  BERKSHIRE
REALTOR®
LR s vnac: it -
ARIS Fox & Roach, REALTOR® ~ ~ ~ &.\
Making a donation to St. Philip at closing -
Cell 610-203-1844 Bus 215-247-3750 A
o] =2 DL - y
8 BK e A T o
: Tree & Landscape . ACNRERT DE HO
Mount Saint Joseph enio g.co 619 4
Academy AU 2L

ONTTITY W 0NN TS W Custom rosaries chaplets, jewelry & keepsakes] EGTATE PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION and FAMILY LAW
g property sa 05"‘-'0@ ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM| Marybeth O’Connor Lauria, Esquire ~ Brandon J. Lauria, Esquire
Learn more at ealthy and be v, (978-851-9103
MSJACAD.ORG 510-220-9¢ L MY ;
b eeandland ape.co .'.;.:q.;
William L. Ciavarelli, FD Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FD a oF
Supervisor Supervisor A 0
William E. Ciavarelli, FD Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD ® N -
i - www.lauria-law.com (215) 461-4610
CIAVARELLI S PP 3031 Walton Rd, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY INC -
COMFORT, VALUE, CONVENIENCE or All Yo Al & Ursula LaBrusciano
Family Owned ¢ Private Crematory ¢ Pre-Planning ¢ Burial 0 = Full Time Realtors for 40 Years
516 Fayette Street Conshohocken, PA  610-828-1336 ed - Owner/ Partner 610.628.2224 |
951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA 215-646-1155 5 5-0/ kowy [ etizs wuuane owner parishioners 2
www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com Parishione 215-817-0320 www.PhllaAreaHomes com 215-901-3546

014 St. Philip Neri - Lafayette Hill, PA (b)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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