St. Philip Neri Church

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field
....he sells all that he has and buys the field.”

July 30, 2023
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437 Ridge Pike / Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

WWW, saintphilipnerichurch. org

Church Office 610-834-1975
Rectory 610-828-5717
School 610-828-3082
Convent 610-828-2866

PREP Program 484-804-1875

Director of Music 215-704-0508

“The love of God makes us do great things”
St. Philip Neri
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Priests & Deacons

Rev. George ]. Szparagowski
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay

Weekend Assistant

Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner, In Residence, Retired

Deacon Robert G. Flynn
&
Deacon Michael J. Cipressi

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius
Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale
School Principal
Mrs. Jean Martin
Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Otto
Director of Religious Education
Barney McGee

Parish Accountant
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Parish Mass Schedule

Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM

Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM

Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM

Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM
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Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate

the Eucharist.

Please go to our website:
www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for more
information or if you have any questions or
want to register call the Church Office at
610-834-1975. In order to receive the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy
Eucharist or Matrimony or to have access to
Letters of Eligibility to stand as a godparent
at Baptism or sponsor at Confirmation you
need to be registered with a parish. Young
adults who turn 26 or complete higher
education and continue to reside within our
area should register individually.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from

For all those who have gone on before us marked

May God grant them eternal rest and give hopeful

3:45PM to 4:45PM or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

Gluten Free Hosts
Gluten free hosts are available at every Mass.
The celebrant will have them available; simply
ask him when you present to receive Holy
Communion.

We Pray
with the sign of faith, especially John Griffin.

peace to those who mourn.
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Dear St. Philip Neri Families & Friends
Today’s Gospel passage invites us to explore the profound

wisdom and understanding that can be found in the
Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus presents to us a series of
parables, using ordinary earthly examples to reveal the
extraordinary treasures that await those who seek the
Kingdom. Additionally, our Old Testament reading from
the Book of 1% Kings sheds light on the importance of
seeking wisdom above all else. The parables that Jesus
shares with us in the Gospel of Matthew are like valuable
jewels, precious gifts from the Divine Master Himself. In
today’s Gospel, we encounter three parables; the Hidden
Treasure, the Pearl of Great Price, and the Fishing Net.
Each parable carries a profound message, urging us to
understand the true worth of the Kingdom of Heaven. In
the first parable, Jesus speaks of a man who discovers a
hidden treasure buried in a field. Filled with joy, he sells
everything he has to buy that field and possess the treasure.
This teaches us the importance of recognizing the
immeasurable value of the Kingdom of Heaven. When we
encounter God’s love and grace, we should be willing to let
go of everything that hinders us from fully embracing it.
Likewise, the second parable speaks of a merchant
searching for fine pearls. Upon finding one of great value,
he too sells all he has to possess it. This pearl of great price
signifies the depth of God’s love, which surpasses all other
desires and pursuits in life. When we truly encounter God’s
love, we realize that nothing in this world can compare to
the joy and fulfillment it brings. In the final parable, Jesus
tells us about the fishing net thrown into the sea, catching
fish of every kind. This net represents the gathering of all
people into God’s Kingdom. However, it also reminds us
that there will be a judgement day when the good and the
wicked will be separated. Now, let us turn to our Old
Testament reading from 1%t Kings. We find ourselves in the
presence of King Solomon, the son of David, who is
renowned for his wisdom. In a dream, the Lord appeared to
Solomon and asked him, “Ask for whatever you want me to
give you.” Instead of asking for wealth, power, or fame,
Solomon humble requests wisdom to govern God’s people
justly. Solomon’s request for wisdom demonstrates his
recognition of the Kingdom’s values and the
responsibilities that come with leadership. God granted his
humble request and bestowed upon him unparalleled
wisdom, making him an example of righteous rule and a
source of inspiration for us. In merging these readings, we
are reminded of the call to seek the wisdom of the
Kingdom of Heaven above all else. The Kingdom is like
the hidden treasure, waiting for us to discover its worth and
embrace it with joy. The pearl of great price is the love and
grace of God, which we must cherish and pursue with all
our hearts. As disciples of Christ and as a faith community,

we are called to emulate Solomon’s humility and recognize
that true wisdom comes from God alone. When we seek
His guidance and make decisions in line with His
teachings, we pave the way for a just and righteous society
that reflects the values of the Kingdom of Heaven. Brothers
and sisters, let us begin this new week with a renewed
sense of purpose and a desire to seek the Kingdom of
Heaven with all our hearts. May we recognize the immense
value of God’s love and grace, and may His wisdom guide
us in all our endeavors. Let us strive to be like the merchant
in the Gospel, willing to sacrifice everything for the sake of
God’s Kingdom. As we journey through life, may the
hidden treasure of God’s Kingdom fill us with
immeasurable joy and inspire us to share this precious gift
with others.

Please invite someone to Mass today.
St. Philip Neri, pray for us.
Please pray for me, have a blessed week!
Fr. Szparagowski

Welcome!

Rev. Msgr. Prof. Stephen Ntim will be with us at St.
Philip’s from August 15 to 24", Msgr. Ntim prefers to
be called Fr. Stephen, he is a priest for the Archdiocese

of Kamasi in Ghana, East Africa. He is the Diocesan
Dean, Director of Religious Education and Catechetics
at Catholic University of Gahana. So, you will see Fr.
Stephen around the parish, and he will be celebrating
Masses with us. | know everyone will make Fr. Stephen

welcomed at St. Philip’s!

Feast of the Assumption - August 15"
Holy Day of Obligation
Masses at 6:30AM, 8:30AM & 7:00PM

Church Roof & Concrete Project Update

Three large sections are completed already, with a stretch
of dry weather the project will soon be completed. The
replacement of concrete will begin the first week of August
at the Germantown Pike entrance to the property. Access to
the Church will be kept clear but just be aware of
contractors equipment. Thank you!

Summer Repairs
Every summer we ask for your help in carry out a
number of summer projects as we continue to
maintain our campus. Extensive concrete work will
be completed around the parish grounds, starting
the first week in August and a much-needed
upgrade to the Church microphone system is in the
works as well. You will be receiving envelopes in
the mail, please help if you can!




@ Mass Intentions

Monday, July 31t
St. Ignatius Loyola
8:30AM — Carmela Pizzi
Tuesday, August 15t
St. Alphonsus Liguori
8:30AM — Judi Mastin
Wednesday, August 2"d
Sts. Eusebius & Peter Julian Eymard
8:30AM — James Flynn
Thursday, August 3
8:30AM — Edith DeSimone
Friday, August 4t
St. John Vianney
8:30AM — John T. Bannon, Jr.
Saturday, August 5"
Dedication of Basilica of St. Mary Major
8:30AM — Charles Ponietowicz

S L 5

o

Henry Hudson, son of Kathryn Iannucci,
Olivia June, daughter of Michael & Megan
Stanczak and Julianna Lynn, daughter of
Brandon & Victoria Wilson, all were recently
baptized here at St. Philip’s!

Sanctuary Memorials

ok

1 candle will burn at the statue of the
Blessed Mother
for George J. Szparagowski, Sr,
req’d by Szparagowski Family.

1 candle will burn at the statue of
St. Joseph

for George J. Szparagowski, Sr.

req’d by Szparagowski Family.

The bread & wine used at all Masses this week are in
memory of Gregory J. Nowak.
req’d by his wife and children.

i

This week the Sanctuary Lamp will burn in memory of
Mary Crowther req’d by Jim & Mimi Mahoney.

The 2024 Announced Mass Book has not been
opened yet, the opening date will be published
in the bulletin a couple of weeks beforehand.
However, there are other memorials available,
sanctuary lamp, BVM and St. Joseph candles,
altar candles, bread & wine used for Masses. Stop
by or call the Church Office (610-834-1975) to
reserve in someone’s memory.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Brown Scapulars
Overwhelming interest a couple of Sunday’s ago depleted
our supply, we have received more and they are available at
the doors of the Church. Please take one.

A special blessing at all Masses on August 5™ & 6%, we will
bless our parishioners who will be attending college and trade
schools. We will ask God to protect them and enlighten them

with His wisdom through their academic year. They will be

given a holy card to take with them to school.

", VOCATION OFFICE roaTHe
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

HEED THE CALL

Baptismal Instruction / Pre Jordan
The next session will be August 14th; these sessions are

virtual. Once you register, Deacon Mike Cipressi will
contact you with meeting details. Please call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975 to register

St. Monica Club
Have your loved ones drifted away from the Church? Are you
worried that they may not return? What are we to do? Follow
the example of St. Monica and PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!
Join us for the first meeting of the St. Monica Club on
September 19, 2023 at 7PM in the Convent Chapel. We will
pray together, talk about how to love those who are rejecting
the faith and be good witnesses for them, and share the good
news when prayers are answered. For more information,
please contact Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.




Please pray for our sick, the home -bound, and
those in nursing homes, we particularly
remember:
Susan Bonner, Audrey Michelle Cacchio, Lou Cacchio, Ava
Love Conley, Elizabeth Cunningham, Charlie Dickman,
Clare DiDonato, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty, Dolores
Downes, Jean Girard, Kathryn Griffin, Andrea Harrison,
Winifred Headman, Kathleen Kunes, Ann Litman, Mary &
Molly Lozinak, Phyllis Luther, Greg deGroot Maggetti,
James Maggetti, Robyn Lee Malachefski, Joan Marine,
Bernie McLafferty Sr, Julia McLaughlin, Baby Avery
McNichols, Steven Merlin, Randolph & Sylvia Miller,
Christopher Minetti, Joe McLaughlin, Annie Hope Munn,
Joe O’Brien, Baby Addison Pfeffer, William Pinto, Remo
Pitassi, Maria Prince, Ann Purkin, John Reynolds, David
Sandy, John Schaifer, Tim Schwartz, Michael Shaw, Robert
Smith, David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy
Swift, Kena Thompson, Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino, William
Wilder, Deb Wilson may God strengthen them in their
struggle and bring them healing.
Our bulletin sick list will (ist the names of the sick
for a 6-week period, if additional time is needed,
please call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick

Primarily intended as prayers for healing from serious illness

or as a spiritual preparation before surgery, it can involve
multiple sacraments; Penance, Anointing & Eucharist. When

death is imminent, it serves as “Last Rites” which include a

special Apostolic Pardon. Please do not delay in calling for

your elderly or chronically ill family member.
Call the Church Office to schedule an anointing.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled for the 2" & 4™ Sunday of every

month immediately following the 11AM Mass. For first time
parents, Pre-Jordan classes are required. Deacon Mike Cipressi
conducts these classes via zoom appointments, they are offered

on the 2" Monday of the month. Godparents are required to
obtain Letters of Eligibility; these letters are due at the Parish
Office at least one week before the scheduled baptismal date.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975 to schedule a Baptism

and/or to register for the
Pre-Jordan Class.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 months
prior to your desired wedding date, contact the Church Office
at 610-834-1975 to schedule. The Archdiocese requires that
couples attend a Pre-Cana class before marriage. At this time,
we ask you to go to www.archphila.org, under marriage
preparations to take class on line. Liturgy and musical
planning are done through Mrs. Jean Martin our Director of
Music (215-704-0508).

National Eucharistic Revival
This second year of the revival is directed to parishes,
institutions, and communities in an effort to cultivate a
deeper appreciation for the Eucharist. The archdiocese has
developed a wonderful website with videos, commentaries,
prayers & devotions, etc. for people of all ages.
Please go to revival@archphila.org

Rine of Chrtation lnaristion
e Abutes

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is for individuals
interested in exploring and discerning membership in the
Catholic Church. This program is for non-Catholics who may
or may not have been baptized in another Christian Church
and wish to receive the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation
and Holy Eucharist. It is also for those who were baptized in
the Catholic Church but never received the other Sacraments
of Initiation. Call Barney McGee in the Church office at
610-834-1975 for more information.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry in the
Catholic Church. If you are divorced and want to marry in
the Church or remarried outside the Catholic Church,
please call the Tribunal Office at 215-587-3760 or go to:
www.archphila.org

Help Wanted - Rectowy Cosk
Eating is necessary but cooking is an art! Local parish rectory
seeks to hire a part-time (2-3 Days weekly, 3:30-6PM, hourly
rate) experienced cook who will plan& serve healthy, well-
balanced meals within a budget, shop & keep kitchen stocked
and maintain the kitchen & dining areas.

To apply go to: agoodcook4u(@gmail.com
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PREP Program
We need some help; do you love Jesus? Do you want to
help children love Him, too, especially in the Eucharist?
Then you need to join our vibrant team of faith-filled
catechists and aides. There is so much you can do in just a
few hours in an afternoon! On Mondays & Tuesdays, we
have positions for a level 4 & 5 classroom lead teachers
and aides, yard monitors, and a snack volunteer. We also
have 2 aid positions for level 2 & 3. We begin PREP in
September, but if you call now, we can help you prepare
over the summer and be ready to receive the children in His
name. All training will be provided. Call Sharon Otto at
484-804-1875 or www.spnprep@spnschool.org

PROJECT HOPE

HOPE is a group of concerned people who are willing to
assist others with transportation to places within the
community such as doctor’s offices, therapy centers and
Church. Please call Brigid at 267-879-6534 to see if we can
help with any of these needs. We are always in need of new
volunteers, please consider offering some of your time.

Constant Contact
SPN is using Constant Contact as a means to contact

you, our parishioners, via email or text messaging
regarding upcoming parish events, to sign up go to the
link on the parish website
(www.saintphilipnerichurch.com).

St. Francis Inn

Many thanks for your continuous support! The listing of
current needs is attached to the collection box in the
vestibule. They have an amazon wish list for direct

donations and a PayPal linked to our website:
wwwe.stfrancis.org The collection box is in the Church
vestibule year-round accepting your donations. Donations
can also be dropped off at the Muller’s porch, 472 Poplar
Lane in Whitemarsh Woods.

Parish ‘>)< (5iving

Please know your weekly contribution is most
appreciated and essential to the financial health of the
parish. On line giving is easy and time saving, go to
the parish website to sign up.

School News
Our school is looking for middle school teachers.
Interested candidates should email their letter of
interest along with their resume to the principal at:
venezialee@spnschool.org

Coc 8

All major food stores and major clothes retailers have
cards available; please go to the website for a complete list.
These programs help support our school and is driven by

parishioner participation...give it a try!
GIANT, ACME, SHOP RITE, WEIS, KOHLS,
BOSCOVS, MACY’S & LOWES just to name a few.
Cards are available in the Church Office,
Monday to Friday, 8AM to 5PM.

_the collection box in the vestibule under the bulletin
board. The school receives a rebate on purchased items.

Pregnant? You are not alone!
Get the help you need, scan the QR code then
enter your zip code to find local resourses.

Retrouvaille
This program helps couples in hurting marriages put the
pieces back together and rebuild loving relationships. If
your marriage is tearing the two of you apart, if there is
little or no meaningful communication, Retrouvaille may
be able to help. For information call 1-800-587-4505.

St. John’s Hospice casserole donation program is
looking for casseroles. The next drop off dates are
before and after all Masses on the weekend of
July 29th & 30", and before 9AM on pick-up day,
Wednesday, August 2nd. If you need an alternate
day or time call Lynn Kennedy at 610-828-6728,
or email at [kennedylO071@comcast.net. Dropoff
address is 2311 Mulberry Lane (right across Ridge
Pike from the Church).

Spiritual Adoption Update
Your baby is quite active in the womb
nhow...although the mother won’t feel him for
another couple of months. If his mother’s

womb had a window, you could watch your
spiritually adopted baby squint, swallow and
move his tongue. He can make a tight fist if
you touch his palm. He is breathing amniotic
fluid which continues until birth, although he

obtains oxygen his body needs through the
umbilical cord. The baby you are praying for
weighs one ounce. Early this month, at just 9

weeks, he began to suck his thumb.
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	Saint Philip Neri Church
	September 1, 2019
	Our parish extends a welcome to all our guests and visitors!
	Second Collection Next Weekend – Black & Indian Missions
	The Black & Indian Mission Collection has changed the landscape of evangelization and education efforts for Native Americans, Alaskan Americans and African Americans throughout the United States. This collection supports the Church on Indian Reservati...
	Most Rev. Charles Chaput. OFM Cap.
	Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament September 9th in the Chapel from 9AM to 5PM.
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