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“The love of God makes us do great things” 

St. Philip Neri 

http://www.saintphilipnerichurch.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Low Gluten Hosts 

Safe for Celiac’s patients. 

Lab certified, under 20 parts per million 

Available at every Mass, the celebrant will have them 

available; simply ask him when you present to receive 

 Holy Communion. 

 Gaudete Sunday 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent in the Catholic Liturgical Year. 
The word “gaudete” is from the latin opening words of 

today’s Entrance Antiphon; “rejoice in the Lord always”. It 
is used to  express  joyful anticipation of the coming 

Incarnation of Christ.  

  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 
Our annual Block Collection is underway, envelopes 

were sent to all parishioners, and responses have 
been coming in, please help if you can. This along 

with the Christmas and Easter Collections are 
pivotal to the structure of our parish finances.  

Your goodness provides a sound base from which 
we maintain and improve our Church and campus. 

You make all this possible! 
2345 Registered Families 
428 Responses Received 

 

Parish Mass Schedule 

 Saturday Evening Vigil Mass 

5PM 

Sunday Morning 

7:30AM - No Music 

  9:30AM & 11:00AM 

Daily Mass Schedule 

Monday through Saturday 8:30AM 

 Holy Day Mass Schedule 

6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM 

 
 

Parish Staff 

Michael Pastorius, Business Manager 

Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal 

 Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education 

Michael X. Lundy Director of Music 

Barney McGee, Parish Accountant 

 

 

  

Priests & Deacons 

Rev. George J. Szparagowski 

 Pastor 

Rev. Christopher Redcay 

Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance, Pastor Emeritus 

 Rev. William B. Dooner, In Residence, Retired 

 Deacon Robert G. Flynn  

& 

 Deacon Michael J. Cipressi 

 

 
Confessions are heard every Saturday 

from 3:45PM to 4:45PM or 

 by appointment,  

call 610-834-1975 to schedule. 

_______________________ 
 

We Pray 
For all those souls who have gone on before us 
marked with the sign of faith, most especially,  

Donna Marie Montalvo, Bob Sague, William Wilder 
and the souls in purgatory.  

May God, in His mercy, grant them eternal rest and 
give hopeful peace to those who mourn. 

  

  

 
Our parish community extends a welcome to our guests 

and visitors. We welcome you to our Church to share our 
faith and celebrate the Eucharist. Please go to our 
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for more 

information or if you have any questions or want to 
register call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. In order 

to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have access to 
Letters of Eligibility to stand as a godparent at 

Baptism or sponsor at Confirmation you need to be 
registered and active with a parish. Young adults who 
turn 26 or complete higher education and continue to 

reside within our area should register individually.  
 

http://www.saintphilipnerichurch.com/


   

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

5PM Vigil – Thomas T. Hudson 
 

  Sunday, December 15th 
7:30AM – Angelo Mavrone, Sr 

9:30AM – Frank Stanczak 
11AM – Deceased Members of the  

Morrison & Mullen Families 
 

Monday, December 16th 
       8:30AM – Edward A. Szparagowski 

 
Tuesday, December 17th 

     8:30AM – Charles J. Pastorius 
 

Wednesday, December 18th 

  8:30AM – Colin Still 
 

 Thursday, December 19th 

     8:30AM – George Naab 
 

Friday, December 20th 

    8:30 AM – Anthony Maresca 
 

 Saturday, December 21st 
St. Peter Canisius 

        8:30AM – St. Philip Neri Guild 
Vigil – Thomas F Keane III & Thomas F Keanne Jr 

Frank & Concetta Lupinacci & Family 
 

 
Christmas Eve Masses   

3:45PM Nativity Tableau 

4PM & 6PM 

Christmas Day Masses  

7:30AM, 9:30AM & 11AM 

New Year’s Eve Mass 

4PM Vigil 

New Years Day Masses 

8:30AM & 10AM 

   
Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in 

nursing homes, we particularly remember: 

  George Alburger, Richard Bapst, Nancy Bogdon, 
Charlotte Craven, Valerie Carlisle, Charlie Dickman, 
Clare DiDonato, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty, 

Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab, Johnny Higson, 
Annamarie Koch, Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, Maria 

Marley, Anna Marlin, Terrence Martin, 
 Baby Hadleigh McCarthy, Rowan McNichol,  
William Pinto, Maria Prince, Michael Shaw,  
David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, 
 Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli, and Frank Tulino. 
May God strengthen them in their struggle.  

 Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick 
for a 6-week period, if additional time is needed, 

please call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. 
 

 
The Sanctuary Candle will burn in memory of  

Thomas Hudson, Sr, req’d by Maryann Hudson.  

 2 candles will burn at the statue of the 

 Blessed Mother  
1 in memory of Nikki Kourtis, 

 req’d by Patrice Werner. 

1 in memory of Brendan Ryan Gray, 
 req’d by Frank Gray. 

1 candle will burn at the statue of St. Joseph 

in memory of Jim & Rosemary Fitzpatrick. 

req’d by Fitzpatrick Family. 

  
Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction  

If you are having your first child baptized, the 
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-

Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these 
virtual classes on a monthly basis.  

Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. 
 

Our Second Annual Parish Christmas Tree 

lighting was a great success, thanks to the 

Women’s Guild for providing the 

refreshments and thanks to all who attended!   



Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament in the 

Church on Monday, January 13th, 9AM to 5PM. 

 

 
Membership Drive is back by popular demand. Look 

for flyers in the vestibule this weekend, membership 

drive through Dec 30th. You can call BJ’s directly or 

send your membership directly to BJ’s. Any questions  

call Linda Pizzi at 215-518-1275 

 

2nd Collection Today – Christmas Flowers 

  

  

 

 

Harper Marie, daughter of Joseph & 

Danielle Acquaviva, Savannah Lynn, 

daughter of Patrick Banicki & Kellie 

Devenney, Alayna Jo, daughter of Mark 

Camm & Kira Rampone, Damianna 

Anastatia, daughter of Damian & Nancy 

D’Angelo and Vance Michael, son of 

Timothy & Jaclyn Garrett, all were recently 

baptized her at St. Philip’s   

 

We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us! The Third Sunday 

of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, is a joyful pause in the midst of our Advent preparation. The word 

Gaudete means “rejoice”, and today’s readings overflow with this invitation to joy, reminding us 

that the coming of Christ is near. In the first reading, Zephaniah calls us to sing and shout for joy 

because the Lord is in our midst. The image of God rejoicing over His people like a loving parent 

captures the tenderness of God’s love. The passage reminds us that our joy does not come from 

worldly success or fleeting pleasures but from the deep truth that God is with us, actively working 

to save and restore us. Paul’s letter to the Philippians echoes this call: “Rejoice in the Lord always.” 

Paul writes these words not from a place of comfort but while imprisoned, showing us that true joy 

is not dependent on circumstances. It flows from knowing that the Lord is near, that His peace 

surpasses all understanding, and that we can entrust our worries to Him in prayer. In the Gospel, 

John the Baptist teaches us that joy and preparation for Christ go hand in hand with action. He 

challenges his listeners to live lives of generosity, integrity, and fairness. Advent is not just a time 

to prepare our hearts but also a time to reflect Christ’s love in the world. Sharing our resources, 

treating others with kindness, and living justly are tangible ways to proclaim the Good News. As we 

light the rose-colored candle this week, let it remind us that the joy of the Lord is our strength. This 

joy is not naïve or superficial but deeply rooted in the hope and love that Christ brings. Even amid 

life’s challenges, we are called to be a people of joy, reflecting God’s light to others. This Gaudete 

Sunday, let us rejoice in the nearness of our Savior, open our hearts to His transforming love, and 

share His joy with those around us.  

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!” 

  

May God bless you all.  
Please invite someone to Mass today. 

St. Philip Neri, pray for us. 

 Fr. Szparagowski 

 

 

 

   
 



Sacraments 

 
Baptism 

Baptisms are scheduled on the 2nd & 4th Sunday of every 

month immediately following the 11AM Mass. 

Godparents need Letters of Eligibility, for first time  

parents the Pre-Jordan Class is required. Call the Church 

Office at 610-834-1975 to make arrangements. 

Marriage 
Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 

months prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are 

required, contact Church office at 610-834-1975. 

 Anointing of the Sick 
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing 

from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before 

surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in 

danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office. 

 

  
Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child? 

An informal group of moms & dads get together to 
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-
2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269 for 

more details. 
 

Join the St. Monica Club 
A Community of Hope & Prayer 

Are your loved ones drifting away from the Church? Do 

you worry they may not find their way back? You’re not 

alone, and there is a way to make a difference. Follow 

the example of St. Monica – PRAY WITHOUT 

CEASING! Join us for our next gathering on Jan 28, 

2025 at 7PM in the Convent Chapel. Together, we will 

pray for those we care about, share strategies to show 

love and support to those struggling with their faith and 

celebrate the answered prayers. Your presence can be a 

source of encouragement and strength. Contact Sharon 

484-804-1875, please park in front of the garage and  
 

    
 This program help support our school and is  

driven by parishioner participation…give it a try! 

 GIANT, ACME, SHOP RITE, WEIS, KOHLS,  

 FLOCCO’S, BOSCOVS, MACY’S & LOWES 

 Cards are available in the Church Office. 

Scrip Cards will soon be available in the 

vestibule after Masses 
enter through the main door.  

 

 

 
 School News 

Our parish maintenance garage roof has 
been replaced and our gym roof has 

received two coatings to insure years of 
protection. The cost was $100,000.00, only 
your generosity makes these maintenance 

projects possible….thank you!  

 

 

 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

A new organ for our parish! 

We are thrilled to announce that our parish 
now has a beautiful, refurbished organ to 

enhance our worship! Our old organ, which 
served us faithfully for many years, was 

nearing the end of its life. But through God’s 
providence and the generosity of a parish 
family, we are blessed with a new organ, 

including installation and new speakers, fully 
funded by their charitable donation. This 
generous family, who wishes to remain 

anonymous, has shared an extraordinary gift 
with our parish. Their kindness reflects the 

great love and charity of God that shines 
through the hearts of so many in our parish 

family. I am deeply grateful for this donation, 
which will allow our music ministry to flourish 
and bring even greater beauty to our liturgies. 
Fittingly, this blessing unfolded on the Feast 
of St. Cecilia, the patron saint of music and 

musicians.  Inspired by the generosity of this 
gift and the intercession of St. Cecilia and St. 
Philip Neri. May our music always glorify the 

Lord and uplift our parish community. 
St. Cecilia & St. Philip Neri, pray for us! 

 

 



 

 

Knights of Columbus  

 
Tickets are $100.00 / Maximum of 400 tickets sold. 

1 grand prize winner of $10,000 or 25% of all sales 

20 second place winners of $500 or 1.25% of all sales 

Drawing is March 30, 2025 

Proceeds go to support the parish general fund and 

Knights charities. Tickets will be sold after Masses  

on Sunday’s at the doors of the Church, they are always 

 available in the Church Office, Monday to Friday 8AM 

to 5PM. Makes a great stocking stuffer! 

Thanks for your support of our parish and the 

 Knights of Columbus charities!   

 

Project Hope 

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing 

to assist others in need of transportation to places 

within the community. Call Brigid at 267-879-6534. 

 

 
Save the Date! 

SPN Women’s Guild Presents 
Wine tasting with Marc Supsic 

Friday, 1/31/25 at 7PM, SPN School Hall 
Details to follow…. 

  
Boys Scout Troop 12 – Tree Sale 

Miles Park, Lower Parking Lot 

Nov 30th – Dec 22nd 

Mon-Fri 5:30PM -9PM 

Sat & Sun 9AM -9PM 

  

 

Memorial Christmas 

Lanterns 

The Knights are running their annual Christmas Memorial 
Lanterns Fundraiser. The lanterns will be placed outside 
the Church on Christmas Eve, the name of the person to 

be remembered on the attached bow. The cost is $25 
each. The deadline is December 20th. Drop your 

reservation in the collection basket or in the collection 
box in the Church vestibule or drop it off at the Church 
Office. Last year the Knights donated over $5000.00 to 

charities and Catholic School Scholarships… Thank you 
for your support of all our fundraisers, you’re helping us 

help others! 
   

St. Francis Inn 
Please help if you can, we are having a difficult time 

keeping up with need. Always looking for volunteers, go 

to volunteers@stfrancisinn.org  

 Keep us in your prayers! The collection box is in the 

Church vestibule year-round accepting your donations. 

Donations can also be dropped off  

at the Muller’s porch,  

472 Poplar Lane in Whitemarsh Woods  

 

   

Located in Flourtown, the Villa is a well respected Catholic senior 

living community sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph. The Villa 

provides short and long term care skilled nursing. We are a 

resident-centered and relationship focused facility. For more 

information call 215-248-7847 or go to: www.stjosephvilla.org  

 

“Cry out with joy and gladness;  
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel” 

mailto:volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
http://www.stjosephvilla.org/
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(215) 483-1702
(215) 483-1704

Mary Ellen
Michael J.

"Serving the living
since 1920"

LOWNESLOWNES
Family Funeral HomeFamily Funeral Home LLC LLC

Randall K. and Wesley J. Lownes ~ Active Parish Members

• Traditional Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Pre-Planning Service
• Five Generations since 1888
www.lownes.com (610) 828-4430

FUNERAL HOME
Your Parish Funeral Director

William P. Koller, Jr., F.D.       Katherine Koller Franczyk, F.D.
6835 Ridge Avenue
215-482-5200

"Serving the Area for Over 75 Years"

Sisters Painting
Interior & Exterior

P
S  D
W  R

W  
R

Free Estimate • Fully Insured

215-817-6913

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Connor Elder Law L.L.C.
Elder Law Services, Wills, Trusts, Estate Administration

Mark J. Davis, Esquire 
mark@connorelderlaw.com

644 Germantown Pike, Lafayett e Hill, PA 19444
(610) 941-4667

Of Lafayette Hill
"The Senior Living Community available for

St. Philip Neri families."
Call for a tour and information today!

Next door to church                            610-940-3888610-940-3888                     

When you call Summers, you can trust that we’re committing to maximizing
each and every component for utmost importance. We pride ourselves on a job that’s 

done the right way. That’s why, with every visit, we guarantee:

Electrical • Plumbing
Heating • Cooling

Free Estimates
Call: 215-482-8800

• 100% Satisfaction
• Family Safety
• Property Protection
• One Year Parts & Labor
• A Job Done Right the First Time
• Maid-Like Cleanup

Suburban Chapel 
Alan Brickman, Supervisor 

Joseph H. Lebisky, 
Funeral Director/Parishoner 

333 W. County Line Rd. 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 

215-354-0085
www.kirkandnicesuburban.com

Kirk & Nice, Inc. 
Joseph H. Lebisky, Supervisor 

Michaele Johnson, Funeral Director 
80 Stenton Ave., Plymouth Meeting

610-832-2064
www.kirkandniceinc.com

Funerals • Cremations 
Pre Arrangement Plans

The Oldest Funeral Home 
In America

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

VISIT 
THE MOUNT

Learn more at MSJACAD.ORG

Apply Now 
or Schedule a Visit!

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Wyatt Grove

wegrove@jppc.net | (610) 212-9298

check out the latest 
offerings by your 
bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our free appTM
FindingF BER

We hope we can
help you get all 

your ducks in a row.

844-451-9614
www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

ATTENTION: Archdiocese of Philadelphia Employees

Employee Benefi t Program
• Family will receive up to 20% discount
   on product and services.
• Special Financing Available
• Free Family Estate Planning Guide
• Free Will Kit
*This off er is for pre-need only and ends December 31, 2024 and cannot be combined with any other off ers.

WE COVER ALL YOUR 
OUTDOOR NEEDS:

- Tree/Bush Trimming
- Fall Clean-Up
- Commercial Plowing

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
610.733.7210

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK
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Most Insurance Plans Welcome
15% OFF with ad • 610-828-851115% OFF with ad • 610-828-8511

6304 Sunnybrook Road6304 Sunnybrook Road
Does not include coupons, specials or 3rd party 

plan. Coupons must be presented 
when placing order.

HANDY HOME REPAIR
SPECIALISTS

Lafayette Hill, PA
6 1 0 - 8 3 2 - 9 9 1 16 1 0 - 8 3 2 - 9 9 1 1LICENSED       INSURED

Parishioner

Lunch-Dinner 
Specials Daily

123 Fayette Street
Conshohoken

610-940-0540610-940-0540
CHUCK HEMCHER, JR. PARISHIONER

PROUDLY SERVING ST. PHILIPS FAMILY 
AND YOUTH GROUP OF PARISH

SUSAN BILOTTA
REALTOR®
25 YEAR ACTIVE
PARISHIONER Fox & Roach, REALTOR®

Making a donation to St. Philip at closing
Cell 610-203-1844                           Bus 215-247-3750

Parish Member

ALLYSON A. ABBOTT, D.M.D.

610-834-7770

Practice Limited to Endodontics
Root Canal Treatment

Plymouth Meeting Professional Building
2050 Butler Pike, Suite 300

Plymouth Meeting

John E. Richardson, D.M.D.
Parishioner

Choir Member

John E. 

Cosmetic & Comprehensive Dental Care
19 Morris Avenue

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
610-525-4910

610-828-4231

451 Germantown Pike • Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Conveniently located across the street from SPN 

BRACES • INVISALIGN

Siana Carr O'Connor & Lynam, LLP
Certifi ed Public Accountants & Financial Consultants

Joseph G. Tropiano, CPA, Parishioner
 1500 E. Lancaster Ave.                     t. (610) 296-4200 ext.140
 Suite 202  jtropiano@scolcpa.com
 Paoli, PA 19301  www.scolcpa.com

www.vincemessantonioplumbing.com
 610-828-9517 • 610-828-0207 / 24 HRS

Parish Member www vincemessantonioplumbing com

Hydro-Jet &
Cable Cleaning

 Video
Inspections-PLUMBING--PLUMBING-

Sean Smith
MA, M.Ed, LPC, CAADC

Adolescent and Adult Mental Health
and Addictions Counseling

sean@seansmithlpc.com  (610) 764-4679
www.seansmithlpc.com

555 Andorra Glen Court • Ste 12 • Lafayette Hill

Prearranged Planning
for Burial or Cremation
Pamela C. Mundy - Pres.
Frank C. Hicke - Supv.

Gerry Rafter
Funeral Director
215-482-8878

Clare
McIlvaine
Mundy

Funeral Home
7384 Ridge Ave.

ESTATE PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION and FAMILY LAW
Marybeth O’Connor Lauria, Esquire         Brandon J. Lauria, Esquire

www.lauria-law.com       (215) 461-4610
3031 Walton Rd, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

LAURIA LAW

Al & Ursula LaBrusciano
Full Time Realtors for 40 Years

Owner/ Partner 610.828.2224
Parishioners

215-817-0320    www.PhilaAreaHomes.com   215-901-3546

Westerfer Painting

For all your painting needs
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Longtime Parishioner
Est. 1976

610-716-5717

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1944
421 W. RIDGE PIKE, CONSHOHOCKEN, PA 

610-825-7297

William L. Ciavarelli, FD
Supervisor

William E. Ciavarelli, FD

Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FD
Supervisor

Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD

Family Owned • Private Crematory • Pre-Planning • Burial
Comfort, Value, Convenience

516 Fayette Street Conshohocken, PA       610-828-1336
951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA                     215-646-1155

www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com

www.msrfh .com

1567 Dekalb Pike, 
Rt. 202, Blue Bell, PA
610-279-1811
Neighboring Parishioner

Dr. Bill Baldassano 
& Dr. Drew Shafer 

accept most dental insurances!

www.drbaldassano.com

Mention this Ad for
One FREE Gift Wrap

609-970-7786

www.GeorgeKorkus.com
Philadelphia Mag Five Star Agent 2013-2019

George A. Korkus III
Realtor

(c) 610-304-6896
(o) 610-828-6300
George@KorkusRE.com

@AnneJudgeAesthetics
484-368-3396

454 Germantown Pk., Lafayette Hill,PA19444

AESTHETICSFind us:
See you soon

Anne xoxo

Specialty Roofs & Repairs | Siding | Windows
Skylights | Gutters | Solar

Free Estimates • 610-632-7356
www.ODonnellRoofi ngCo.com

DR. DAWN CUTE
ROXBOROUGH MARKET SQUARE

8945 Ridge Avenue, Suites 2 & 7, Philadelphia, PA 19128
www.drdawncutechiropractic.com

Phone 215-508-3291• Fax 215-508-3022
OPTIMUMHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC@OUTLOOK.COM

888894894894894898 55 RR

OOOPPPTTTOOPPTTTPOO

Step-By-Step
Home ImprovementsHome Improvements

Kitchens ~ Baths ~ Basements
Floors ~ Decks ~ Additions ~ Carpentry
www.sbshome1.comwww.sbshome1.com  215-740-0884  215-740-0884

Free Esimates • Fully Insured

Rosaries and Keepsakes
made from your special fl owers
Family owned & operated for over 40 years!
walk-ins • mail orders • call

Weddings • Funerals • Communions • Gift
1215 Main Street | Unit 114 | Tewksbury MA

www.rosariesfromflowers.com • 978-851-9103

Heating • Cooling • Mini Splits • Maintenance
Clark Heating and Air Conditioning LLC

Parishioner • 267-297-9221
ClarkComfortHVAC@gmail.com

8100 Ridge Avenue
215-508-5600 • mariasonsummit.com

Maria's on SummitMaria's on Summit
Open for Lunch & Dinner 

Tuesday-Sunday
Specializing Luncheons, 

Parties, and Catering
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