ST. PHILIP NERI CHUR CH

“Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.”
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FEBRUARY 9, 2025

WWW, saintphilipnerichurch .org

CHURCH OFFICE 610-834-1975
RECTORY 610-828-5717
SCHOQOL 610-828-3082
CONVENT 610-828-2866

PREP PROGRAM 484-804-1875

“The love of God makes us do great things”
St. Philip Neri

JUBILEE 2025 — PILGRIMS OF HOPE




Priests & Deacons

Rev. George ]. Szparagowski
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay
Weekend Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
Deacon Robert G. Flynn
&
Deacon Michael J. Cipressi

CD L

Our parish community extends a welcome to our guests
and visitors. We welcome you to our Church to share our
faith and celebrate the Eucharist. Please go to our
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for more
information or if you have any questions or want to
register call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. In order
to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have access to
Letters of Eligibility to stand as a godparent at
Baptism or sponsor at Confirmation you need to be
registered and active with a parish. Young adults who
turn 26 or complete higher education and continue to
reside within our area should register individually.

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Michael X. Lundy Director of Music

Barney McGee, Parish Accountant

Low Gluten Hosts
Safe for Celiac’s patients.

Lab certified, under 20 parts per million
Available at every Mass, the celebrant will have them
available; simply ask him when you present to receive

Holy Communion.
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Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM
Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM
Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM
Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Confessions are heard every Saturday
from 3:45PM to 4:45PM or
by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

We Pray
For all those souls who have gone on before us

marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Sr. Cynthia Ludwig SS] and the souls in
purgatory. May God, in His mercy, grant them
eternal rest and give hopeful peace to those
who mourn.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who
have experienced divorce and who may wish to
remarry in the Catholic Church. If you are
divorced and want to marry in the Church or
remarried outside the Catholic Church, please
call the Tribunal Office at 215-587-3750 or
visit: www.archphila.org




5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
5PM Vigil - Mary Hannigan - 20t Anniversary
Sunday, February 9th
7:30AM - Julia M. Sullivan
9:30AM - Sharon Otto

11AM - Joanne Detrick
Monday, February 10th

St. Scholastica
8:30AM - Deceased members of the
Fisher & Gallagher Families

Tuesday, February 11th

Our Lady of Lourdes
8:30AM - Angeline & Michael DeAngelis
Wednesday, February 12th
8:30AM -Walter D’Alessio
Thursday, February 13th
8:30AM - Raymond Quaglia
Friday, January 14t
Sts. Cyril & Methodius
8:30 AM - Walter |. Palmer, Jr.
Saturday, February 15th
8:30AM - Hank Darragh
Vigil - Roman Dowdy

A candle will burn at the statue of
St. Joseph in memory of
Dwight Rainwater
req'd by his family.

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:
George Alburger, Richard Bapst, Nancy Bogdon,
Charlotte Craven, Valerie Carlisle, Betty Chichearo,
Charlie Dickman, Clare DiDonato, Emily Donhauser,
Lisa Dougherty, Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab,
Johnny Higson, Mary Jo Katona, Annamarie Koch,
Vic Kost, Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, Maria Marley,
Anna Marlin, Terrence Martin, Hadleigh McCarthy,
Susan McLaughlin, Rowan McNichol, William Pinto,
Vada Powell, Maria Prince, John Sharkey, Michael Shaw,
Helen Snyder, David Sparacino, George Szparagowski Sr,
Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli,
Frank Tulino and James Williams.

May God strengthen them in their struggle. Our
bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-
week period, if additional time is needed, please call the
Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,
February 12t in the Church for our rosary.
Bring your special intentions to our Mother
Mary and ask her intercession.

Adoration of the Most Plessed Sacrament in the Church
on Mondag, Fcbruarg IOt[‘y, 9AM to 5FM

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these

virtual classes on a monthly basis.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Ash Wednesday is March 5"

Masses with distribution of ashes are at 6:30AM,
8:30AM & 7PM. There will be a service (no Mass)
at 12:05PM with distribution of ashes.

Archdiocese
@ Philadg;lphia
Archbishop Pérez’s Pastoral Letter
Archbishop Pérez published a Pastoral Letter on
Sunday, January 5th. This letter outlines his hopes
for the Church of Philadelphia over the coming
years. He is asking for your help in being a part of
the process. The first thing to do is to visit
https://trustandhope.org by clicking the link or
using the QR code below. We will also have local
information sessions here at SPN on Saturday,

March 22, 10AM to Noon in the school cafeteria.

St. Genevieve’s will have a pastoral planning
meeting on Monday, February 10t at 6PM in the
Church, register at trustandhope.org




We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us. Today’s readings invite us to
reflect on God’s call in our lives and our response to Him. Both Isaiah and Peter experienced an overwhelming sense
of unworthiness when they encountered the Divine Presence. Yet, God reassured them, cleansed them, and called
them to a greater mission. In the first reading, Isaiah sees a vision of the Lord in His glory. Overcome with awe and
humility, he exclaims, “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips.” But God, in His mercy, purifies Isaiah’s
lips with a burning coal, removing his sin and preparing him for service. When the Lord asks, “Whom shall I send?”
Isaiah responds courageously, “Here I am; send me!” Similarly, in the Gospel, Peter is confronted with the power of
Jesus when he witnesses the miraculous catch of fish. Realizing his own sinfulness, he falls to his knees and says,
“Depart from me, Lord, for [ am a sinful man.” Yet, Jesus does not turn away from Peter’s weakness; instead, He calls
him to a greater mission: “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” Like Isaiah and Peter, we may
sometimes feel unworthy of God’s call. We may think that our sins, weakness, or fears disqualify us from serving
Him. But God does not call the perfect; He perfects those whom He calls. He invites us to trust in His grace and step
forward in faith.

How is God calling us to go deeper?

Jesus told Peter to “put out into the deep.” This is also Jesus’ invitation to us. God is asking us to trust Him more, to
step beyond our comfort zones, and to be His instruments of love and grace. This moment is not just about a
miraculous catch of fish; it is about trust, surrender, and allowing God to work through us. He has given each of us
gifts and talents — not for ourselves alone, but to build up His Church and serve our brothers and sisters. Perhaps God
is calling us to be involved in our parish, to volunteer our time, to use our talents in ministry, or to reach out to those
in need. Maybe He is inviting us to deepen our prayer life, to trust Him more in difficult situations, or to share our
faith with others. Whatever it may be, Jesus assures us, as He did Peter, that we do not walk alone. He is with us,
strengthening us, guiding us, and giving us the faith we need. Peter, after a long night of fruitless labor, is exhausted.
Yet, at the word of Jesus, he obeys; “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing, but at your word, I will let
down the nets.” This simple act of trust leads to an overwhelming blessing. The nets are filled beyond capacity, and
Peter, recognizing the divine power of Jesus, falls to his knees in humility and awe. Like Peter, we are being called to
put out into the deep — to trust in God even when circumstances seem hopeless. The Lord is inviting us to go beyond
our comfort zones, to use our gifts and talents in service of others, and to have faith that He is always with us.
Trusting in the Lord’s Presence.

Do we truly believe that the Lord is with us in every moment? Do we trust that He will provide for us, guide us, and
strengthen us? The story of Peter reminds us that Jesus does not abandon us. He stays with us, just as He stayed with
Peter, filling his nets and his heart with faith. In our struggles, uncertainties, and fears, Jesus is saying, “Do not be
afraid. I am with you.”

Using Our Gifts for the Church and Community.

God has given each of us gifts and talents. He does not want us to keep them to ourselves but to use them for the good
of our parish, our families, and our communities. How can we allow Jesus to work through us?

e By serving in our parish ministries, sharing our time and talents.

e By reaching out to those in need, offering kindness and compassion.
e By strengthening our families with love, faith and forgiveness.
e By being a witness of Christ’s presence in our daily lives.
Stepping out in Faith.
Jesus is asking us today; “Will you go further with me? Do you trust me? Do you believe that I am working
through you? Just as Peter left his boat to follow Christ, we are called to step out in faith and embrace God’s plan for
our lives. It may not always be easy, but with Jesus, our efforts will bear fruit beyond our imagination. Let us open
our hearts and say, “Here I am, Lord. Use me. Let your graces and blessings flow through me so that I may
bring my brothers and sisters closer to You.” May we trust in His love, follow His call, and cast our nets into the
deep, knowing that with Christ, we will always be fulfilled.
Please invite someone to Mass today
St. Philip Neri, pray for us.
Have a blessed day,
Fr. Szparagowski




Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4" Sunday of every

month immediately following the 11AM Mass.
Godparents need Letters of Eligibility, for first time
parents the Pre-Jordan Class is required. Call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage
Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6
months prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are
required, contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing
from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before
surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-
2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Save the Date
Lenten Book Study
March 3,13,20,27, April 3,10
In the school cafeteria, details to follow.

Project Hope
Provides transportation for needy people to a
doctor’s appointment or Sunday Mass.
Call Brigid at 267-879-6534.

Father Szparagowski tells us we should not pray
for a win, but he also says we can have a talk with
the Almighty and make suggestions. Let’s take
him up on the suggestion part and suggest away.
If we have to tell you what to suggest, we suggest
you don’t make any suggestions!
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Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Jubilee 2025 - Pilgrims of Hope

Please go to following website for details
Archdiocese: https://archphila.org/holyyear
Vatican: www.jubilaeum2025.va/it.html
USCCB: www.usccb.org/committees/jubilee-2025

St. Francis Inn

Please help if you can, we are having a difficult
time keeping up with need. Always looking for
volunteers, go to volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
Keep us in your prayers! The collection box is in
the Church vestibule year-round accepting your
donations. Donations can also be dropped off at the
Muller’s porch, 472 Poplar Lane in
Whitemarsh Woods.

Tarisﬁc‘%/{(—}i\’ing

Go to the parish website to sign up, it’s easy, free and
can be stopped or adjusted at any time. In these busy
times please do not forget your parish and help us, if you
can, to meet our unchanged financial obligations.

As always, thank you for your generosity!
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This program help support our school and is
driven by parishioner participation...give it a try!
GIANT, ACME, SHOP RITE, WEIS, KOHLS,
FLOCCO’S, BOSCOVS, MACY’S & LOWES

Cards are available in the Church Office.

Scrip Cards will soon be available in the
vestibule after Masses.
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Catholic Men’s Conference
Inviting all men of the archdiocese to join us on
Sat, March 8" at Cardinal O’Hara High School.
Go to www.manupphilly.com for information.




Join the St. Monica Club

A Community of Hope & Prayer

Are your loved ones drifting away from
the Church? Do you worry they may not find
their way back? You’re not alone, and there

is a way to make a difference. Follow the

example of St. Monica and pray without
ceasing! we’ll meet Feb 25% in the convent
chapel. Together we pray for those we care

about, share strategies to show love and
support to those struggling with their faith

and celebrate the answered prayers. Your
presence can be a source of encouragement
and strength. Contact Sharon at 484-804-
1875, please park in front of the garage and

enter through the main door.

SPN Women's Guild
Covered Dish Supper
Please jobn us for our covered dish supper
wednesday, March 129 at &:30PM in the
School cafeteria. To reserve You place go to:
https://tinyurl.com/SPNDish25
Ruestions,..contact:
Rose Boneck-610-324-3111
Loretta Gallagher - 484-213-1202

St. John’s Hospice

Casseroles can be home made or store bought.
The next drop off dates are before and after all
Masses on the weekend of Feb 1st and 2nd or any
time between February 1st and March 5, If you
need an alternate date or time call Eileen at 215-
939-8368, or email at: hurdles28@hotmail.com
drop off is at 2308 Mulberry Lane.

Super Bowl Hoagie Sale

Knights of Columbus

Today
There will be hoagies for sale in the vestibule
today. Turkey or Italian at $12.00 per.
Thank you for your support, all proceeds
benefit Knight's charities!
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Lily’s Hope provides essential
support to families with premature
babies through “Packages of Hope”,
offering critical items like preemie
clothing and gift cards to alleviate
the financial and emotional burden
during NICU days. Preemie diapers
and onesies, unscented baby wipes,
paper towels, hand fragrance free

hand sanitizer, donations or gift
cards to department stores that
can be dropped in collection box on
table in vestibule

Collection weekend Feb 15t &

16" in the vestibule. Sr. Marie
Bambrick at 484-895-5944

PREEMIES | Lily's Hope Foundation

Knights of Columbus

RAFFLE
TICKETS

Tickets are $100.00
Maximum of 400 tickets sold.
1 grand prize winner of $10,000
(or 25% of all sales)
20 second place winners of $500
(or 1.25% of all sales)
Drawing is March 30, 2025
Proceeds go to support the parish general fund and
Knights charities. Tickets will be sold after Masses
on Sundays at the doors of the Church, they are
always available in the Church Office, Monday to
Friday
8AM to 5SPM.
Thanks for your support of our parish and the
Knights of Columbus charities!
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www.MallorysArmy.com
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. ! 844-451-9614 your email address by text message:
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