St. Philip Neri Church

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord

+++++++++++++++++++

Palm Sunday

April13, 2025

WWW, saintphilipnerichurch. org

Church Office 610-834-1975
Rectory 610-828-5717
School 610-828-3082
Convent 610-828-2866

PREP Program 484-804-1875

“The love of God makes us do great things”
St. Philip Neri




Priests & Deacons

Rev. George J. Szparagowski
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay
Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
Deacon Robert G. Flynn
&
Deacon Michael J. Cipressi

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Michael X. Lundy Director of Music

Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
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Our parish community extends a welcome to our guests
and visitors. We welcome you to our Church to share our
faith and celebrate the Eucharist. Please go to our
website: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for more
information or if you have any questions or want to
register call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. In order
to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have access to
Letters of Eligibility to stand as a godparent at
Baptism or sponsor at Confirmation you need to be
registered and active with a parish. Young adults who
turn 26 or complete higher education and continue to
reside within our area should register individually.

Low Gluten Hosts
Safe for Celiac’s patients.

Lab certified, under 20 parts per million
Available at every Mass, the celebrant will have them
available; simply ask him when you present to receive

Holy Communion.
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Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM
Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM
Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM
Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

3:45PM to 4:45PM or
by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

We Pray
For all those souls who have gone on before us

marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Michael Paduano Sr, Marcella Zeoli and the souls in
purgatory. May God, in His mercy, grant them
eternal rest and give hopeful peace to those who
mourn.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,
May 13th in the Church for our rosary. Bring
your special intentions to our Mother Mary

and ask her intercession.

Sanctuary Memorials

A

2 candles will burn at the statue of the Blessed Mother,

1 for special intention of Fr. Szparagowski,
1 in memory of Regina A. Murray,
req’d by Murray- Schmidt Family.

2 candles will burn at the statue of St. Joseph.

1 for special intention of Fr. Szparagowski

1 in memory of Sr. Patricia A. Murray, SSJ,
req’d by Murray-Schmidt Family.




Palm Sunday
5PM Vigil — Walter J. Palmer, Jr.

Sunday, April 13th

7:30AM - Elaine Wood
9:30AM - Bob Sague
11AM - Ken Dougherty & Family
16" Anniversary
Monday, April 14t
8:30AM - Fr. Szparagowski
Tuesday, April 15"
8:30AM - Helen & John Gillen
Wednesday, April 16"
8:30AM — Thomas F Keane III & Thomas F Keane Jr
Frank & Concetta Lupinacci & Family
Holy Thursday, April 17t
7PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, April 18"
9AM Morning Prayer
12PM Noon Prayer
3PM Passion and Death of the Lord
7PM Tenebrae Service
Holy Saturday, April 19%
9AM Morning Prayer & Blessing of Easter Food
7PM Easter Vigil

Announced Masses for 2025 are available as well

as Memorial Candles, Sanctuary Lamp, and Altar
Bread Memorials. If you would like to check
availability please stop by or call the
Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Parish Committees

Please prayerfully consider lending your time and
talents in helping our parish establish several new
outreach programs. Sign-up sheets are in the
vestibule with collection box. We can only grow as a
parish if, together, we all do our part, large or small in
achieving our common goal.

Almighty ever-living God,
may we who follow Christ the King in exultation,
reach the eternal Jerusalem through Him. Amen.

_@zg‘w
_@eyzle.xx‘

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:
George Alburger, Richard Bapst, Nancy Bogdon,
Charlotte Craven, Valerie Carlisle, Charlie Day, Charlie
Dickman, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty, Dolores
Downes, Eileen Drab, Kathleen Fritz, Winnie Headman,
Johnny Higson, Vic Kost, Dawn Kownacki, Suzanne
Kuliver, Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, Terrence Martin,
Hadleigh McCarthy, Rowan McNichol, Elizabeth Peirce,
William Pinto, Maria Prince, Jim Schroeder, Michael
Shaw, Helen Snyder, David Sparacino, George
Szparagowski Sr, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy Swift,
Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino, and Jamie Zaimes.
May God strengthen them in their struggle.
Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a
6-week period, if additional time is needed, please call
the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

“Holy Week =
Monday April 14
Adoration of Most Blessed Sacrament 9AM — SPM
Wednesday April 16"
Stations of the Cross at 7PM
Holy Thursday, April 17
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7PM
A concelebrated Mass of the Lord’s Supper with
the Washing of Feet. Church will be open for
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10PM.
Good Friday, April 18t
Morning Prayer 9AM
Noon Prayer 12PM
Passion & Death of the Lord at 3PM
During the liturgy, communion will be
distributed and Veneration of the Cross.
Tenebrae Service at 7PM
Holy Saturday, April 19t
9AM Morning Prayer & Blessing of Easter Food
Confessions from Noon to 1PM
Easter Vigil at 7PM
Liturgy of Light
Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Easter Sunday, April 20t
Masses at 7:30AM, 7:30AM & 11AM




We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us! Today we
enter Holy Week — the most sacred time in our faith. We begin with palm branches raised
high, shouting “Hosanna!”, and within minutes, we are immersed in the Passion of Christ,
crying “Crucify Him!” This dramatic shift is not just storytelling — it reflects the depth of

our human hearts, and more importantly, the depths of God’s great love for us.

Jesus enters Jerusalem not as a warrior, but as a servant. He rides on a donkey, not a war
horse, and He walks forward, knowing full well what lies ahead: betrayal, denial,
abandonment, the agony of the Cross. But still, He chooses love. He chooses you.

The Passion is not just a sad story; it is the story of God’s love in action. Every wound,
every insult, every step Jesus takes is His way of saying, “I will carry your pain. I will enter
your suffering. I will not let you be alone in your brokenness.”

When Jesus opens His arms on the Cross, He is not just dying. He is offering. He offers us a
place to come close, to be healed. Those arms, stretched wide in pain, become the very arms
that embrace us and draw us back into the heart of the Father.

Think of your own life — your struggles, your regrets, your wounds. Jesus is not afraid of
them. He doesn’t ask you to hide them. He wants you to bring them to the Cross, where they
can be transformed — not by force, but by love.

This Holy Week, Jesus invites us to stay close. Not just to remember what happened 2,000
years ago, but to walk with Him now. To stay with Him in the quiet of the Garden, in the
pain of the Cross, and in the mystery of His sacrifice. Because He is not just walking to
Calvary — He is walking toward us.

Let us not be afraid of the Cross. Let us not shy away from our wounds or our need for
healing. Jesus’ Passion is proof that there is no place too broken, no heart too far gone, no
life too lost for His love to reach. His open arms on the Cross are for you.

So today, as we hold our palms and prepare to enter the mystery of Holy Week, let us
remember; this is not a ritual. It’s a love story. A story of a God who came close, who
suffered with us, and who still says today:

“Come to Me. Stay with Me. Let Me love you back to life.”
Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes to save us through love that never ends.

May God bless you all.
Please invite someone to Mass today
St. Philip Neri, pray for us.

Fr. Szparagowski




Sacraments

Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4™ Sunday of every
month immediately following the 11AM Mass.
Godparents need Letters of Eligibility, for first time
parents the Pre-Jordan Class is required. Call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage
Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6
months prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are
required, contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing
from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before
surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these virtual
classes on a monthly basis.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Knights of Columbus Chance Drive
Our Council would like to thank all who purchased a
chance in our recent chance drive. One first prize and
twenty second prizes were drawn; we congratulate our
winners! All proceeds will assist us in our charitable works
throughout the year. Visit our website at:
www.spnkofc.com

Parish \Y (5iving

Go to the parish website to sign up, it’s easy, free
and can be stopped or adjusted at any time. With
summer coming and in these busy times please do
not forget your parish and help us, if you can, to
meet our unchanged financial obligations.

As always, thank you for your generosity!

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Judy Sturm at 610-909-
2034 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

s

Why Palm?

In the ancient Near East, the palm branch was a symbol of
victory, triumph, peace and eternal life. The tree is usually
40-50 feet tall but can reach 80 feet and provides much
needed shade in a very hot climate. It does not bear fruit
for 6 to 8 years after planting, but it’s worth the wait as the
fruits is highly nutritious. Its branches were used as
roofing, for baskets, sandal making and medicinal
purposes. It is mentioned throughout Scripture; Genesis,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Psalms, Kings and in the New
Testament. Palm branches were often depicted on coins
and decorative carvings, symbolizing goodness and well-
being and used in the celebration of festive occasions.
Kings and conquerors were welcomed home with palm
branches being strewn before them and waived by
admiring people along the route. Christ received such a
welcome in Jerusalem on that first “Holy Week” over two
thousand years ago. This is Palm Sunday, the beginning
of our solemn remembrance of our Lord’s passion, death
and resurrection. Please join us for the Sacred Liturgies,

as we commemorate these mysteries as a parish family.

/enebraoe

Service of Darkness

AN ANCIENT SERVICE OF READINGS AND MEDITATIONS
ON THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST.

MUSIC IS PROVIDED BY THE

\CHOLA CANTORUM

with FLUTE, OBOE, CELLO AND PIANO

MICHAEL XAVIER LUNDY

DPIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ORGANT

THE SERVICE IS PRESIDED OV
THE REV. FR. GEORGE SZP.
PASTOR

Friday, April 18, 2025,
Good Friday Evening
SAINT PHILIP NERI CATHOLIC GHURCH

wyette Hill, PA 189444

ipnerichurch.com | 610 - 834~ 1975




St. Francis Inn

Always looking for volunteers, go to
volunteers@stfrancisinn.org
Keep us in your prayers! The collection box is in the
Church vestibule year-round accepting your donations.

472 Poplar Lane in Whitemarsh Woods.

Blessed Carlo Acutis Eucharistic Encounter Event

May 17" & 18t
Our parish is honored to host the Carlo Acutis Eucharistic
Encounter Event as part of the ongoing Eucharistic
Revival is the US. Blessed Carlos is set to be canonized a
saint by Pope Francis on April 27%". He had a deep love
for the Blessed Sacrament and used his technological
abilities to develop a website cataloging all the
Extraordinary Eucharistic Miracles that have occurred
throughout the world. A display will be presented in the
school cafeteria along with opportunities to venerate a
first-class relic. Confessions will be available, along with
adoration and a documentary video. Do not miss this
wonderful opportunity to learn more about this
remarkable young man. More details to come!

Join the St. Monica Club

Are your loved ones drifting away from the Church? Do
you worry they may not find their way back? You're not
alone, and there is a way to make a difference. Follow the
example of St. Monica and pray without ceasing! We'll
meet April 22 in the convent chapel. Together we pray
for those we care about, share strategies to show love and
support to those struggling with their faith. at 484-804-
1875, please park in front of the garage and enter through
the main door.

Archdjirocese
Philadelphia
DMI / Disciple Maker Index
If you're a parishioner and haven’t already taken
the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey, NOW is
the time! It’s the important 1st step in SPN
growing in our discipleship. We are accessing our
parish’s greatest strengths and opportunities,
and need you response to better prepare us for
the future. Surveys are in the vestibule with a
collection box or go to:
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/x8t2a6

Donations can also be dropped off at the Muller’s porch,

St. John's Hospice
Casseroles can be home made or store bought. The
next drop off dates are anytime between May 3rd
and May 7th. If you need an alternate date or time
call Eileen at 215-939-8368, or email at:
hurdles28 @hotmail.com drop off is at
2308 Mulberry Lane.
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Save the date...

SPN Women’s Guild presents
“Laughter Yoga”
Sunday, May 4 at 2PM
School Hall, Cost is $20pp
Refreshments served after yoga
Flyer to RSVP will follow
Questions? Call...

Paula DiGiacomo at 610-308-0797
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Jubllee 2025 Pilgrims of Hope.
Celebrating the 2025™ anniversary of
the Incarnation. The Holy Father opened
the Holy Door in Rome on Dec 24",
opening the year of joy. Go to
www.archphila.org for more
information.

PEREGRINANTES
INSPEM

Project Hope
Provides transportation for needy people to a
doctor’s appointment or Sunday Mass.
Call Brigid at 267-879-6534

‘oeniye

All major food stores and major clothes retailers have
cards available; go to the website for a complete list.
These programs help support our school and is
driven by parishioner participation...give it a try!
GIANT, ACME, SHOP RITE, WEIS, KOHLS,
FLOCCO’S, BOSCOVS, MACY’S & LOWES
just to name a few.
Cards are available in the Church Office.
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