St. Philip Neri Church

“He was made known to them

in the breakimg of the bread”

3rd Sunday of Easter
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us do great things”
St. Philip Neri
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Rev. George J. Szparagowski,
Pastor
Rev. Christopher Redcay,
Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. William B. Dooner
In Residence, Retired
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Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass
5PM
Sunday Morning
7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM
Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM
Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

VETRE TODAD YOU 'RE FIIE1

Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate
the Eucharist. Please go to our
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for
more information or if you have any
questions or want to register call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have
access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a
godparent at Baptism or sponsor at
Confirmation you need to be registered and
active with a parish. Young adults who turn
26 or complete higher education and
continue to reside within our area should

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry
Barney McGee, Parish Accountant

Parish Office is open Monday to Friday
from 7:30AM to SPM.

register individually.

Low Gluten Hosts
Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at
every Mass. The celebrant will have them available,
simply ask him when you present to receive.

We Welcome

Talen, Emilia, Talen Jr., Steele, and Rae
who were Baptized and Confirmed and received
1st Communion at the
Easter Vigil!

&

Colin, Kate, and Michele who were received into
the Church, Confirmed, and received
1st Communion at the
Easter Vigil!

May God Bless them as they journey with us
guided by the Light of Christ!
All attended our OCIA Program
here at St. Philip’s.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Jeanne Keough at 215-
200-6070 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from
3:45PM to 4:45PM or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

b

:

We Pray for our Beloved Deceased
For all those souls who have gone on before us
marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Helen Logue, Sr. Kathryn McTague SSJ
and the souls in purgatory.
May God, in His mercy, grant them eternal rest and
give peace to those who mourn.




@ Mass Intentions

3rd Sunday of Easter

5PM Vigil
Richard & Dorothy Lally
Sunday, April 19t
7:30AM —Bernard T. Rogers
9:30AM — Ann Marie Sanders
11AM - Joe D’Angelo
Monday, April 20t
8:30AM — Andrew Lins
Tuesday, April 21t
St. Anselm
8:30AM - Stephen Meo
Wednesday, April 22nd
8:30AM — Deceased Members of the
Brennan & Lowry Families

Thursday, April 23™
Sts. George & Adalbert

8:30AM - Flora Jane Corkery
Friday, April 24t
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
8:30AM - Theresa Stuhl
Saturday, April 25t
St. Mark the Evangelist
8:30AM — Bob Wisniewski
Vigil — Connie Sackett

"

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in
memory of Sr. Patricia A. Murray SSJ,
req’d by MMS & Family.

1 candle will burn at the statue of the
Blessed Mother,
in memory of Phyllis Bliem,
req’d by Jankowski Family.

A candle will burn at the statue of
St. Joseph, in memory of
Mary Lou Sparacino,
req’d by Eileen Gravinese.

Acloration of the Most E)}csscd Sacramcnt in the
Churchon Monclay, May 1% 9 AM to 5FM.

Prayer Request

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:
George Alburger, Elisa Berry,

Jimmy Breen, Martin & Nancy Bogdon, Tom Bonk,
Charlie Dickman, Claire DiDonato, Kathleen Grundy,
Andrew Donohue, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty,

Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab, Catherine Hangholt,

Johnny Higson, Suzanne Kulliver, Ed Kortonick,
Judith Lins, Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine,
Terrence Martin, Rowan McNichol,

Randy Milakofsky, Donovan Mitchell, Anne Navarra,
William Pinto, Maria Prince, Baby Colson Robert Riday,
Patrick Ryan, Nicole Sachs, Michael Shaw, Chris Solarski,

David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy Swift,

Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino, and Dyane Westerfer.
May God strengthen them in their struggle.
Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-week
period, if additional time is needed, please call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975.

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these
virtual classes on a monthly basis.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Family Rosary
Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday,
May 13th at the Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine (or
the Church for bad weather) for our rosary. Bring
your special intentions to our Mother Mary and
ask her intercession.

Thankful * Grateful * Blessed

It’s time to say good-bye to Deacon Mirenda, we

thank him for his year of service to our parish, his

thoughtful homilies and the many good memories our

school children have of his visits to their classrooms

and schoolyard. We pray for God’s blessing on him as

he is ordained and begins his priesthood.

Then Fr. Mirenda, will be back to offer Mass for us on
Sunday, May 31 at 11AM.

Mary, Queen of the Clergy, pray for him!




Dear St. Philip Neri Family and Friends,

We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings.

Today’s Gospel gives us one of the most beautiful and relatable resurrection stories: the journey to Emmaus.

Two disciples are walking away from Jerusalem—away from the place of hope, away from the place where
everything had seemed to fall apart. They are discouraged, confused, and heartbroken. “We were

hoping...” they say. Those words carry such weight. “We were hoping...” We’ve all said that at some point.

We were hoping for healing. We were hoping for answers. We were hoping things would turn out differently
And so, like those disciples, we sometimes walk away—away from hope, away from faith,

maybe even away from God. But here is the heart of the Gospel: even when they are walking away,

Jesus is already walking with them. They don’t recognize Him. Their eyes are prevented from seeing.

And isn’t that often true for us? The Lord is present—in our lives, in our struggles, in our conversations—but we
don’t always see Him. We expect Him in dramatic ways, yet He comes quietly, gently, often disguised

in the ordinary. Jesus walks with them. He listens. He lets them speak their disappointment.

Then—Jesus begins to interpret their story through the lens of Scripture. He helps them
understand that the suffering, the Cross, was not the end—but part of God’s saving plan.
And something begins to change. Later they say, “Were not our hearts burning within us while
He spoke to us on the way?” That’s a key moment. Before they recognize Jesus with their eyes,
they experience Him in their hearts. Faith often begins there—not with clarity, but with a stirring.
A warmth. A sense that God is speaking, even if we don’t fully understand.

And then comes the turning point: they invite Him in. “Stay with us,” they say. That simple
invitation changes everything. At table, Jesus takes bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it to
them—and in that moment, their eyes are opened. They recognize Him in the breaking of the

bread. This is no coincidence. This is Eucharistic language. The same actions we hear at every
Mass. The same way we encounter the risen Christ today—not just in memory, but in reality.
And notice: as soon as they recognize Him, He vanishes from their sight. Why? Because now
they know where to find Him. Not just on the road—but in the Eucharist. In the community. In the Word. In the
breaking of the bread. And what do they do next? Even though it is night, even though they are tired, they
immediately return to Jerusalem. They go back—not with fear, but with joy. Not with confusion,
but with mission. That is what an encounter with the risen Christ does. It moves us. It sends us. It
transforms us. So today, this Gospel asks us a few simple but profound questions:
Where am I on the journey? Am I walking away from something—hope, faith, trust?
Do I recognize Jesus walking with me, even in confusion? And perhaps most importantly:
Have I invited Him to stay?
If we make that prayer our own, He will come. He will speak to our hearts. He will reveal Himself—especially
here, at this altar, in the Eucharist.
And then, like those disciples, we will not be able to keep it to ourselves. Our hearts will burn. Our eyes will be
opened. And our lives will point others back to Him.
Please invite someone to Mass today.
St. Philip Neri, pray for us.
Have a blessed Easter Season,
Fr. Szparagowski

Announced Mass Book for 2027 will open on Monday, May 4™ at 9AM.
Stop by the Church Office to schedule a Mass.




The
Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2" & 4" Sunday of

every month immediately following the 11AM
Mass. Godparents need Letters of Eligibility, for
first time parents the Pre-Jordan Class is required.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975 to make
arrangements.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6
months prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are
required, contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for
healing from serious illness or as a spiritual
preparation before surgery. Last Rites or Extreme
Unction are for those in danger of imminent death.
Call rectory or Church Office.

Join Fr. Szparagowski & Fr. Michael
Reilly on a jubilee journey to
Fatima, Lourdes & Barcelona.

Sept. 2" to 13™, 11 days, 10 nights
Daily breakfast, transfers between
destinations, guided visits to
Catholic sites & landmarks,daily
Mass, religious sites and cultural
tours and much more!
6o to www.cloverdaletravel.org

Call Church Office with questions: 610-834-1975

We Welcome
Benjamin Atlas, son of Daniel & Coeli
Anderson and Madison Grace, daughter
of Brandon & Brooke Irwin. Both were
recently baptized here at St. Philip’s!

¢

Adoration to Pray for Vocations
Spend one hour each week before the Blessed
Sacrament praying for vocations. For locations
go to: www.heedthecall.org/vocations/resources

Malvern

Retreat House ‘\

by

Rooted in the Catholic Faith, we provide retreats, programs
and events that help people deepen their relationship with
God and find peace and healing.

Go to www.malvernRetreat.com or
call 610-644-0400.

Thank you to all who generously contributed to
our Easter Collection. This collection along with
the Christmas and “Block” Collection are
critical to the financial stability of our parish.
This is our parish and our mutual support and
loyalty makes it the place it is...thank you!

St. Francis Inn
The Inn is running short of supplies. Especially
needed are large tea bags, paper towels, cooking
oil, soup, sugar, travel size toiletries, razors,
deodorant, blankets, jackets, backpacks,
hoodies, sneakers, sweatpants and children’s
clothes. Collection box is in Church vestibule.

Knights of Cloumbus
Thanks to everyone who purchased a chance in our
recent chance drive. The grand prize winner, along with
the 20 - 2" place winners were selected and notified
and prizes have been awarded.




We thank Mrs. Veneziale for her service and
wish her God’s continued blessings as she
begins this new chapter in her life. We ask

as a parish family to please add the
following prayer to your daily prayers.

Prayer for a New Catholic School Principal

Heavenly Father,We come before You with

trust in Your loving providence,asking You to
duide us as we seek a new principal for our

school. Send us a leader who reflects the heart
of Your Son, Jesus—onhe who is compassionate
and kind,gentle in spirit and strong in faith,
filled with wisdom and guided by truth.
Lord Jesus, Divine Teacher,You led with
humility, patience, and love.Grant us a
principal who mirrors these same virtues—
one who listens with care, leads with
integrity,and inspires our students to grow in
knowledde and holiness. Holy Spirit, source of
wisdom and understanding,enlighten those
entrusted with this decision. Give them
clarity, discernment, and peace,so that the
one chosen may be Your will for our
community.

May this new principal nurture a school
rooted in faith,where every child is khnown,
loved, and guided closer to You.We entrust

this intention to the intercession of Mary, our

Mother, and St. Philip Neri and ask all this

through Christ our Lord. Amen

Curious about the Cathollc Faith?
For more information, contact Barney McGee at
610-834-1975 or email bmcgee@spnchurchlh.org

L&»" NUTRITIONAL
-1 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

ICESE adelphia

The annual parish Manna Bag collection will be
held on May 30t & 31st, Manna bags will be
available at the doors of the Church several

weeks prior.

Metropolitan Tribunal
The Tribunal is available to help people who have
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry
in the Church. If you are divorced and want to
marry in the Church or remarried outside the
Church call 215-587-3750 or go to:
www.archphila.org

Our Church is open for “‘visits” Monday to
Friday until 5PM and all day on Saturday.

g)avish"i)"(;iving

Our parish on-line giving program is easy and can
be stopped or adjusted at any time. Go to the parish
website to sign up: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com
in these busy times please do not forget your parish.

Use the QR code below to sigh-up.
As always, thank you for your generosity!

St. John's Hospice
Casseroles can be home made or store bought.
The next drop off dates are anytime between
May 1st & May 6th. 1st pickup is Wednesday May
6th. If you need an alternate date or time call
Eileen at 215-939-8368, or email at:
hurdles28@hotmail.com drop off is at:
2308 Mulberry Lane.

Monica Club
Do you have a loved ones who have drifted away
from the Church? Join us on Tuesday, April 21st in
the Convent Chapel as we pray together, support one
another, and share hope in God’s faithfulness.
For more info contact: Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.

Pancake

Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, April 26t
After 7:30AM & 9:30AM Masses
In school cafeteria

Children under 10 are free
$10.00/pp

Project H.O.P.E.

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing
to assist others in need of rides to doctor’s
appointments or to Church,

Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534
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